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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Author is happy in having an oppor- 


Fg ts tunity of paying a tribute of reſpect to the 


Abbe Voiſin, in his admirable Defence of 
5 Chriſtianity, by introducing part of the 
literary ſtructure of the above admirable 

| Writer in the three laſt Diſcourſes: a 
ſeoriptural connection which he had long 
entertained thoughts of arranging, but 
5 which he found not to be exceeded or 
improved on the peruſal of his work. 
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DISCOURSE LL © 
On the TIM of the Chriſtian Religion. 
S St. Jonx, Chap. iii. Ver. 12. 


If T have told you earthly things and ye believe 
not, how ſhall ye believe if I tell you o hea- 


venly * _ | - * 3 
DISCOURSE Il 

On the Utiliy of the Chriſtian Religion i in 

e Worldly Affairs. ö 


. Chap. xxv. Ver. 4 

For thou haſt been a flirength 0 * Poor, 
fAtrengtb to the needy in his di freſe, a wigs 
* the ftorm. e 


DISCOURSE. III. 
On the local Application of Scripture Texts. 


I Con. Chap. tv. part of Ver. 12. 
5 * reviled, we bleſs ; N N 


we ſuffer in. 8 
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And they come unto. thee as the people cometh, 
and they fit before thee as my people, and 
_ They bear * war db, but "they will not do 
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DISCOURSE. X. 


Ser. Marrhzgw, Ch. xx. ver. 18. and 19. 


Behold, we go up to Feruſalem, and the Son of 
Man ſhall be betrayed unto the chief priefts, 


- and unto the fenen and they ſhall condemn 
him to death; 


And ſball deliver him to the Gentiles, to mock, . 
and to ſcourge, and to crucify him : and 


. third day be Hail ” 8 p- 163 
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DISCOURSE, XI. 
On the Credit of Goſpel Tradition. 
Sr. Luxs, Chap. I. Ver. 1, 2, 3: and 4. 


5 F oraſmuch as many bave taken in hand to 7.8 bo | 


forth in order a declaration of thoſe things 
which are moſt ſurely believed among us, 
Even as * delivered them unto us, which 
rom the beginnins were e. witne es and 
25 ters of the we Ps Lo.” 1 
Ir ſcemed good to me alſo, baving. bad perfect. 
underſtanding. of all things from the very 


Find. to write unto thee in cord moſt . 
ent 7, heophilus, gy I (2d. 


That thou mig bieſi . know the certainty of 48% 


hinge wherem thou haſt. been inſtructed. 
as 180 


oe XII. 


On our Saviour's Prophecy of the Dram dien 


of Jeruſalem. 


ar. MaTTHEw, Ch. xxiv. ver. 2. 92 


There ſhall not be left here one ſtone upon ano 
tber, that we fear not be thrown deu]. . 200 
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The fame of the micaches of Chriſt had 
reached the ears of the moſt inquiſitive men, 
whoſe wiſdom, deep ſkill, and penetration, 
were not able to detect any deceit in the per- 
formance; nor even in thoſe days could there 
be the leaſt doubt entertained of their reality. 
This man of high authority, 7his ruler of the 
Fews, whoſe fituation implied that he was 
one of the better-informed and moſt intelli- 
gent of the people, convinced of the won- 
derful actions of our Saviour, came to him | 
Privately to acknowledge his belief 1 in his 
ſupernatural powers. * We know, ſays he, 
thou art a teacher come from God; for no 
| man. can do theſe miracles | that thou doeſt, 
except God be with him.” The very. ex- 
preſſion, we know, im plies that, he was not 
merely a ſingle proſelyte to a belief 1 in the 
miracles of Chriſt, but includes other ſkilful 
learned and powerful men of the Jews, the 
aſſociates of this great ruler; | men with 
whom he had often diſcuſſed and inveſti- 
gated the authenticity of theſe wonders; 
men well verſed in abſtruſe ſpeculation, of 
great experience, competent to diſeriminate 
the feats of dece ption from obvious truth, to 


* | N | detect 
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dete the atts of pretended magic, ju gling 
Ithpolitions, which in thoſe days were prac- 
tiſed as well throughout the Eaſt as through- 
out * moſt of the habitable regions of the 
earth; and which often cozened the unwary 
| vulgar ſpeculators, operating terror and diſ- 
may upon them, but were a detected by 
the better educated men. Doubtleſs, 
therefore, the moſt penetrating, the moſt 
cautious enquirers among the Jews were well- 
prepared to inſpe& the miracles of our Sa- 
viour, armed with the moſt formidable power 
of ſcrutiny ; and indeed, this we find to be 
ſtrongly confirmed by the interrogatories 
which this an mo” wile Phariſce put to 
him. eee 8 
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Thus 1 of the 8 agency 
of Chriſt, in the miracles. which he mani- 
feſted in the cleareſt manner poſſible openly 
before the world, and deſirous of conferring 
with a man endowed with ſuch miraculous 
powers, he repairs. to him to be farther in- 
ſtructed in his divine miſſion. Faith in his 
miracles all theſe learned men ſeemed to 
haue; but becauſe they were incompetent to 
B 3. comprehend 
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comprehend the divine ja ence of that faith 


Which he promulgated, they could not prevail 
on their ohſtinate and obdurate hearts to re- 
geive his dogtrine: becauſe their ungerſtayd= 
ings were not ca- equal with that of inſpired. 


ſpirits, and could not penetrate into the myf- 
teries of an Almighty beheſt ; they ar zued ta 


_ themſelves the right of appofing the ſublime 
' truths which he uttered, and of Sgt * 
e of Nei lounge. 111 liehe 


But Was thi nate refuſal of Chrifing 


| faith a criterion of their great wiſdom ? and 
is not the very principle of doubt an axiom 


in philoſophy, aſſerting the ſtrongeſt reaſon 
for man to give up his prejudices, and to in- 
eline him to adhere to that argument which 
has cauſed his former principles to be ſhaken ? 
If, by applying to the powers of the human 
underſtanding, they ſtill found - themſelves 
involved in doubt, darkneſs, and perplexity, 
moſt affuredly they had every cauſe to tbe 


well convinced of its incompetency to enable 
them to ſearch into the myſteries. of God; 


but this, far from being a ſufficient reaſon to 


make 3 
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This doubt muſt 12 e From wilful .obſti- 
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Jews, who beheld,” and even confefled the 


truth of the miracles  c of Chriſt ; vet ſtill 
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& Rabbi, ad he, we 12 . then att 2 
teacher come from God.” The miracles of 
Chriſt's miſſion proved his divine eſſence: 
but then why did he ſtill diſbelieve? Be- 
cauſe his Reaſon could not comprehend how 
man could be born again; but yet our Saviour 
ſoon convinced him of the i incompeteney of 
Human Reaſon. The wind,“ ſays he, blow 


eth where i it liſteth and thou heareſt the ſound 
thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, 


and whither it goeth;” which implies, that in 


not knowing from whence the wind aroſe, it 


was no reaſon we ſhould doubt of its exiſts 


5 ence. 


So is every one chat! is born of the ſpirit, 
like the wind, which bloweth, the cauſe 
impervious to human diſcernment. Thus 
clearly is it demonſtrated, that the ſpirit, the 
emanating eſſence of Almighty Goodneſs, can- 
not be comprehended but by an inf] ured 
teacher, as was our Saviour. 


"Struck wich this immutable myſtery, the 
ſtill doubting Phariſee exclaimed, 4 how can 
T7 5 theſo 
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1 tbeſe things be d“ Art thou, ha Chriſt, 42 | 
| maſter. of Iſrael, and knoweſt not theſe : 
things 2% As much as to tay, . art thou „ 
learned and wiſe philoſopher, Killed 3 10 the 


profoundeſt reſearches of H uman  Reaſan, yet 


canſt thou not comprehend, from whence the 
wind cometh? . If, ſays he, T have told | 


you earthly things, and ye believe not; how 


ſhall ye . if 1 tell J of l ; 


things 5 OE} TE 
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burden now catafaBtorily, I 100 diſcuſſed 


the reply of our Saviour in the text, to prove 


| the incompetency of Human Reaſon in the 
rule of our faith; we may be naturally led 


to enquire the cauſe of ſo much doubt and 


difficulty 1n the admiſhon of Revelation. 0 


An. affeQation of ſuperior wiſdom I there- 


fore propoſe to conſider as one principal in- | 


ducement to reje& divine authority. Men 
who are of this deſcription, endeavour to 
ſhield their ſcepticiſm under what they falla- 


ciouſly call the buckler of truth; they wiſh 


to inſinuate that the Chriſtian religion, as not 
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that the followers of it are men of feeble 
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being commenſurate with the cleareſt expo- 


| minds, and i incom tent of entering into th 1 
inveſtigation of the ſubtleties of phy 
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; exclaim, that t the rreateſt capt oſo phers, th is 
or any other coun try coul 
: been celebrated for their Ke Rich ang 


piety. 
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Vet uninflucnced perhaps by . theſe great 
and glorious examples of the | hi igheſt| or er x 


human wiſdom, the obſtinacy | of vain mo- 


reer 


dern ſcepticks may in xduce them to exclaim | 
ſaticfied; « 1 ſhew Vs a Mira | 
cle net th will believe.” ? 


Locke, Newton, xc | 
Prepoſterous 


4 in * | 
n demand! Muſt the exalted 


n e 7 * 4 


; 28 of our, Saviour wait the aſſent of frail. 
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mortaſſty; - the arder of nature ceaſe when 
man begins to doubt; and his 14 with 
a burſt of ſplendor, = miracle on. a 
10 convert him to his praiſe? Wh re can 


1 


find the generous, grateful, free, . * Wige 


_ Prayer to heayen, if, thundering on. the gon: 
| Rterpated foul of man, BE, God of worlds 
ies g med his majeſty an an d power as : WH 


old t o Moſes in the peer by buſh of 


That Heep which the Almighty requiree | 


rom men is a hbeneyolent and ag bumble 


heart, the pure and unaffeQed tribute of mor- 


tals, who. are ſenſible of their feeble 49g de: 


pepdent ſtate; but, were our faith to 8 be | 
founded en the obvious hes hh u. 


- fidelity may demand of us, Every dependent 
I gf gur nature would he co Nee aue 
arrggance, vain, boaſt 1 Key Pride, and. an 

bavghty, and ynſybgued ſpirit, Wieſtling 

againſt the decxees, of our Creator; ang, to 


uſe a yery cor Jaan 7 remaik on this unrealon> _ 


1257 fand of the enemies gf the Chriſtian 


religion, 


« 15 2 ) | 
religion, on every pretext of doubt, the 91. 
tem of nature muſt be inverted, to lead hu- 
man beings! to a ſenſe of their imperfect na- 
ture, and to manifeſt to them the power and 
0 glory of their God. Were men to be grati- 
fed in their demands for a clear end of 
the truth of Chriſtianity, the planets muſt 
change their courſes, the world muſt be in- 
volved in chaotic. confuſion, to terrify them 
into belief, But let us ſuppoſe that were even 


all nature to be under their immediate con- 


trdul, and their prepoſterous caprices com- 
plied with, at firſt conſternated by the un- 
-uſual diſplay of Almighty inffuence, they 
would become familiar with this miraculous 
interpoſition; ; prodigy would ceaſe to ſur- 
prize; no longer awed by the unuſual ap- 
pearance of what they. once thought . unna- 
tural images, they would be again induced 
to put forth their preſumptuous demands. 
Even the reſurrection from the dead would 
fo become familiar, that they would have 
; again recourſe to their boaſted philoſophy, 
and endeavour to ſolve. theſe portentous ap- 
| FN of their incenſed — by natu- 
3 ral 


. 4 ) 

ral cauſes, and. reject an heavenly interpoſi 
tion. What confirmatior then ſhould the a 
religion of Chriſt receiye from the moſt | re- 


fulgent miracle, when the eye of man | Was : 
ee! in 1 it? „ 
8 > 44 Go, n 
Natural events would be the appellation 
prefixed. to the wonders of God; and they. 
ME be like the general order of the uni- 
verſe, regarded without Nas! emotion or 668 : 
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Hence our un in this ſublime ebe 
1 6e If they hear not Moſes and the 
Prophets, neither will they de perſuaded, 
Tough one roſe from the „„ Wi 

That is, if the 3 in ternal e of the 
Goſpel cannot move the hearts of men to 
faith, even the exhibition of a miracle would | 
ceaſe to have 1 its effect. | 

"Fon this "RT expoſition, it is s evident 
whit a vain boaſt of ſuperior wiſdom, and an 
obſtinate adherence to the fallacy of human 


reaſon, | 


E 1 ) 
* ich the text has fully 7 proved i6 be 


incompetent to ſolve, mult be one cauſe of 
* 8 and infidelity. | | . 55 3 
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What . Re can a 5 
given to thoſe of our brethren of this un- 
happy deſeription? ſhould they not con- 
fider themſelves as wonderfully and feartully 
made: that they are. finite, weak, and 
| bounded creatures? that they ought to hum- 

ble themſelves in the preſence of that Al- 
= | mighty Being, whoſe auguſt attributes are 
=_ impervious to mortal knowledge, « which 
ot „ hath not ſeen, ear hath not heafd, nei- 

ther hach it entered! into the heart of mah to 
_ conceive?” | + 


Bot now let us wppole that the vanity of | 
the Infidel has led him to be truly ſetious 
in his unbelief, aud that he confidetrs hitsfetf 
as having attained the limits of human wiſ- 
dom, and is perfectly ſatisfied with the truth 
= he has acquired by his ſcruples and ehqui- 
* Ties; and, like the unbelieving Phariſee, 13 

Prepared fo queſtion and doubt the ſacred teſti- 
mony of — 


Let 
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WY us Tee, in reſpe& to the eſtabliſhed 


: order of ſociety, how bel ſtands juſtified i in the 
pains | which he. takes to ſhake the Chriſtian | 
faith of his — ty He will polfibly at ar- 
gue, that, being 1 in purſuit of duch. he does does 
not conſider the preſcribed forms of the ſtate 


in which he lives, and that, regardleſs of its 


4S>+4 4+ 


_ and . in * But moſt 
aſſuredly theſe are ſentiments of vanity more 
than the modeſt ſentiments of a well-regu- 
lated mind. It argues a ſavage wantonneſs 
to diſturb the eſtabliſhed principles of a po- 
liſhed government; and men of this defcrip- 
tion ſhould hold their peace, under the con- 
trariety of religious opinions, as it is a well- 
| Known, received fixed principle of the reſpec 
tive duties of individuals, not to divulge 
whatever their caprices may incline them to 
think true as. injurious to public happineſs ; 
ſo they ſhould conſider themſelves bound to 
the indiſpenſable rule of keeping their ſenti- 
ments concealed from their aflociates. 1 


«4 


4 
b Sx 

2 

- 
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5 Bit what ſhall we fay of thele men, who, 
"not. content with maxims which convey only 
diſtruſt, uncertainty, and wretchedneſs, in 
"their | own breaſts, but are labouring with un- 
" wonted diligence to lop off the branch which 
is preſented to their fellow creatures, when 
they are finking under the preſſure of afflic- 
tion and forrow EET 


3 il 


Our lars are iullctel on thoſe vnbappy 
men who have been tempted by bad example 
#8 to invade the eſtabliſhed. order of ſociety > but) » 
z this deſcription of offenders are ſcreened by | 
95 toleration, | Sa 


2 „ © IS! by the ccirulated miſeries 
'of life, when the infirmities of old age are 
gradually conducting us to the grave, when 
we behold by a conſtant ſeries of departed. 5 
friends, that we are left as it were ſolitary 
| individuals at an advanced period of exiſt- | 
Nees, we then glance our thoughts to im- 
mortal hope, and our ſouls receive a calm 
patience under our afflictions, we have learnt 
| a FE” © 


— Gi * 
; wotzmute,: 10 locker with Fugen to pa- 
cify- the repining ſpirit within us. Is not 
then this great comfort which we derive by 
our Chriſtian faith coequal with the brighteſt 
leflow that philoſophy has to exchange ie 
this life we have derived conſolation for the 
evils we endure; in the other eternal reward 
is our confidence. For return phat has this 
kind of vain philofophy to offer? doubt, pain, 
| perplexity, and a boſom void of hope. It is 
true, by fortitude under human calamity, 


without any pleaſing effort of the imagination; | 8 N 


it can derive a ſpecies of cold patience un- 
der ſufferings, but no comfort, no pious tran- 
quil reſignation; it can never ſoar to the 
tranſcendent bliſs of future proſpects; it has | 
no truſt, no nen in the . of divine 


p & <1 a ; 481 * by © 
will. a | . 
- N F 
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Bus were we to ſuppoſe this remedy to af- 
fiction only the effort of imagination, the 
innocent potion which we adminiſter to 
ſoothe the keen ſenſations of bodily or men - | 
| * pain; barbarous and inhuman muſt the 
9 =. _ N phi- 


5 


| + 
philoſopher be who would daſh it to the 
earth. 


+ 


If only a pleaſing dream which has diſ- 
played to us the impenetrable wiſdom of Al- 
mighty Goodneſs, who will unite us after a 
' ſhort revolution of time to the objects on 
whom we had fondly beſtowed our earthly 
care, to objets to whom the effuſions of the 
heart had offered up a conſtant incenſe of 
friendſhip, affection or love; what conſola- 
tions ee it not offer? T ' 


To 1 . affliction had reached A 1 0 


mo inward receſſes of the heart, and robbed 
of every worldly comfort, when they beheld. 
their children ſnatched from them by an 
early death; what reſignation and patience 


under their mental agony does not Chriſtianity 
admintter! mw 


Bchold "TY "EM IR Sa 3 1 * | 
prived of a faithful partner in his cares, the 
friend in all his purſuits, who could charm 


his 


Gi. 
his anxieties to reſt, and beat a patt in all his 72 
| ſorrows. 


The wife who had loſt her guardian, her 
ſupport, her defender in oppreſſion, her friend 
fo whom the ties of nature had united m the 
firmeſt bond of affection; does ſhe not fly to 
religion as her only conſolation ? 
In the loſs of real WY. what deep llt 
grief! they whoſe life and tmorals were fegu- 
lated by mutual converſe, whoſe purſuits 
were ſimilar, whoſe ſentiments by ſocial ha- 
bit were incorporated, in whom mutual con- 
fidence could be repoſed, to whom the moſt 
hidden ſectets of the heart could be entruſted; 5 
when death had ſevered this bond of amity, 
then, in the hour of deep affliction, their God 
is invoked, and his providential ſuccour will 
be mercifully extended to theni, 


The waild iy aka ive occupied our 
thoughts in too great a degree; we may 
have been faſcinated with its allurements; 
but by affliction we are taoght to approach 
N a "=": GM the 


HE. - ) 
| * tribunal of our Maker we are humbled; 


but we are conſoled ; we ſubmit to Almighty 


beheſt, with a diguified reſignation - we look 
forward with devout: acquieſcence for the 
moment that will bring us nearer to him 
who created us, and who, will unite. us to 
thoſe bleſt ſhades, in whoſe remembrance 
our ſouls have received ſuch a repetition. of 


delight. 


70 . us 7 of 115 4 to 
awaken us from this pleaſing dream, if only 
a dream of future happineſs, i is moſt aſſuredly 
a very high degree of depravity, and a very 
unreaſonable violation of thoſe duties which 


every peaceful and diſcreet ſubje& owes to 


that well-regulated ſtate, whoſe religion is. 
the ſupport of its laws, whoſe laws are the 
maintenance of public dualen, 


o 


ls it not breaking i into the ſacred ſanctuary 


of the afflicted, and tearing from it the only 
remaining comfort under human trouble ? 
When - our youth may have fled from us, 


a when we decline. in our years and health, 
by gy ns 


' 
155 


„ 
F of our fortune, ſevered Soba friends, 
and perhaps the moſt endearing of all earthly 
connections when all comfort has fled from 
us—when the world is to us a dreary void, 
through which no fingle ray of conſolation 
can be perceived—ambition, activity of ſoul, 
the principal ſources. of enjoyment are over, 
our hearts rendered inacceſſible to new friend- 
ſhips—freſh attachments; when thoſe who 
ſweetened, thoſe who ornamented' the toils 
of life, are taken away from us ;—accurſed 
muſt that vain philoſophy be, which has de- 
prived us of this invaluable caſket which con- 
tains a pearl of ſuch ineſtimable value—the _ 
Chriſtian Religion; the pearl of conſolation ; | 


under all-the manifold troubles and tryals * 
human Ale. . : ES 8 4 


40 S 
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* o * 


If philoſophy be: ſincerely in purſuit of 
truth, I truſt that it cannot withhold its aſ- 
ſeut to a doctrine which is recorded by tra- 
dition under the moſt clear and-unrefuted of 
all teſtimony. It cannot aſſuredly withhold 
its aſſent to one hiſtorical record, and give its 
credibility to any other of no better authori- 


-* F * 


(2) 
ty. In ſhort, the truth of the Chriſtian 
religion, as far as regards thoſe facts which 
" hiſtory has preſented to us, is doubtleſs of 
equal importance with any other human 
teſtimony. * The tranſactions of our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles are of equal validity to 
any other tranſactions, ſo far as human 
tradition has preſerved them: indeed, it 
ſhould ſeem that they are of a ſuperior value 
in this reſpe& ; for nptwithſtanding the moſt 
grievous ſucceſſion of perfecution of every de- 
nomination, againſt every effort of man, the 
exertions of wiſdom, the obſtinacy of ſuper- 
_. ſition, plots, cabals, and even torture of the 


moſt horrid nature to ſuppreſs it, we ſtill find 


its hiſtory to have remained unimpeached to 
theſe days. Chriſtianity, in ' ſhort, has 
triumphed by its internal excellence, as well 
as by the unconfuted miracles which firſt 
proclaimed the divine miſſion of Chriſt over 
every deceptious plan to deſtroy it, and over 
every other vain argument of philoſophy to 
cry it down ; and therefore we may, with 
equal triumph, rejoice in the language of the 
— 


© 


{© 23 95 
apoſtles: . « If this counſel, or this work, be | 
« of men, it will come to nought : but, if it 
„be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; leſt 


« haply ye be Tun even to 222 againſt 
<6 God. 97 


Unhappily wedded by early habit to ſome 


corrupt purſuit, men are too often induced 


to palliate their errors by doctrines more 
limited in their indulgence. It is a de- 
praved taſte for exceſs which makes us purſue 
ſenſuality; but not real pleaſures, e = 
Chriſtian religion does not interdi ; but 
only thoſe exceſſes which are allied to a n 
rupt inclination, and to the degrading of our 
characters as rational beings. As ſenſuality 
therefore cannot find in Chriſtianity àny ſo- 
phiſtry to cover its enormities, and is inſen- 
ſible of the true pleaſures of life, which are 
centered in the moderation of our appetites, 
its reſtrictions are painful, and prove too great 
a fetter for its random and lawleſs purſuits. 
Hence ſcepticiſm prevails in this deſcription 
of men, and they ſeek the deluſive and flat- 
| ng MES of vain philoſophy to juſtify 
5 C . cha 


1 : cofftinued_ oppoſition to thoſe principles 
2 which might intitle them to a future happi- 
neſs, they are deterred from contemplating a 
Nate. after- death. Thus ready to embrace 
every doctrine inimical to the Goſpel, 
friendly to their ſenſual indulgence, * are 
always averſe to any een ee alder 
its evidence. 
$6 Faith Sk 7a 8 fo hearing 
Ml by the word of God; but if the minds of 
men are ſo perverted by their ſenſual incli- 
nations as obſtinately to rejeC every oppor- 


tunity of conviction, we may juſtly, exclaim, 
That they love darkneſs rather than * 


7 becauſe their deeds are evil. 


The Chriſtian Religion does not compel, 
but, by the molt perſuaſive arguments, in- 
vites the well-diſpoſed mind to receive its 
divine truths. It can, it is true, be oppoſed 
by the turbulent and refraQory, who prefer 

diſ- 


0 = 1 the ee a pay 5 parts 


| difavier and eg” to a 1 con» 55 9 
dſtency. To the arrogant, vain, and ſen- 
ſual mind, it may be converted int obſcu- 
_ rity and difficulty 3. but to the humble jet 
ſincere, to thoſe who are convinced of their — 
feeble and dependent ſituations, it Laff 2 
ciently clear, e t inte ligible. 


1 % 


Let us then, I entreat I Wy the 
Chriſtian Religion, like the learned apoſtle St. 
Paul, as the great leſſon of worldly comfort 
here, as well as eternal happineſs hereafter. 
Not with rhe enthuſiaſtic fervour of miſtaken 
piety, or miſguided zeal; but in the true 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity the ſpirit of love, mee, 
neſs, and moderation: : then will the calm 

influence of its doctrine teach us the true 

| principles of human wiſdom, and the leſſon 
of perfect happineſs; a leſſon that will calm 
our ſufferings 1 in the moments of human in- 
firmity, in the ſolitary moments of ſorrow ; 9 
and, finally, in that tremendous or all-cheer- 
ing moment—the moment of departing life ! 


Let 


5 £206") 


Let us then receive the knowledge of our 
Lord, our God! Let the proud knee bend 
before the bar of heavenly mercy! Let our 
vanities be humbled in the duſt of human 
infirmities, and, with ſupplicating hands for 
pardon and redemption, through Chriſt, 
beſeech the all-pervading eye of Heaven to 

ſpare our iniquities ; and, when the infatu- 

-ating pleaſures of life may chance to flutter 

round us, let us recall our wandering thoughts 
to a ſenſe of our religious duties; that when 

we may be ſummoned to ſhake off the ſleep 
of death, we may ariſe to life immortal, to 
manſions of eternal happineſs. 


* b ; \ 


DISCOURSE U. 


* 


Is AIAR, Chap. xxv. verſe 4. 


For thou haſt been a Prrength to the poor, a 
frrength to the needy in vis al ref, a refuge 
from the florm. 


AVING in my former diſcourſe taken 


a general ſurvey of infidelity, I pur- 


| poſe, from this ſublime text. of the prophet, 
to ſhew more particularly the high advantages 


which we all derive from our ſtedfaſt _— 
in Revelation. 


Fa 
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The inceſſant toils of our lives, the mul- 
tiplicity of our concerns, the deſire of in- 
creaſing our wealth, of exalting our families, 


framing. ſchemes for our happineſs,” to eſcape 
from our troubles, to ſhield ourſelyes from 


our enemies, from ' worldly oppreſſions; to 
fortify ourſelves againſt the many adverfities 
Which hourly ſurround us; theſe, and an 


hoſt of other cares and perplexities, fill up 
the exiſtence of moſt men. . 


9 Whatever our plans 9 be, fill ſome- 


times, but more often chance, will favour 
our labours; and, having the gratification of 


our deſires preſented to our view, we fancy 
that to attain, were it poſſible, the ſummit 
of them, we ſhould be the moſt favoured 
of beings; miſerably miſtaken ſoon ſhould 
we find ourſelves; % precipitated into freſh 


cares, into freſh troubles ; and the eftabliſh- 
ment of that happineſs, which we had ſo 


dearly -ruminated upon, will ſoon diſcover - 


itſelf to be a viſion, and only compleated on 


a precarious and feeble foundation. Here we 


vo to reflect, and reaſon will ſhortly with- 


% 


1 F 


« 2). 
* the veil, and diſcover to us tha falſe 


dream of our happineſs. We ſhall confeſs 
the inſubſtantial acquiſition of worldly en- 
Jjoyments; and wondering, when our faculties 
have been exerted, and our labours ripened 


even to a ſuceeſs unlooked for, that there is 
ſtill ſomething we have neglected, to render 
our — x mas lives 3 
* | „ : "$f. By 101 EP ty, 92 
* 
” Religion, "ON Ens an ee anget 
to the calamitous conditions of men, and 


like an indulgent and foſtering. parent, re= | 
ceiveth into her boſom the oppreſſed aud 7 
| heavy-laden. Religion. ſtands confeſſed the 


only guardian of the greateſt and meabeſt' 
candidate for happineſs: proſperity, unſup- 
ported by its laws, ſickens and fades awayz! 

the unconcerned and elated mortal of the day, 
uninfluenced by its tenets, is the dejected and 
humble wretch of the morrow; without it 
nothing is laſting, nothing can be ee 
with true ſatis faction; and, in all our com · 


merce with the world, in public as well as 
private life, with the world at large or under 


Ka | On EE 0 0 


* 0 
# 3. £5454” 
„ * - 
7 4 x « 

* « „ * 2 A 
2 {4 » 
7 
N 

N pon 
1 


% "2.5 
G 


„ 


our own domeſtic roofs, all things fink | into a 


dull and incomplete enjoyment. 


We will firſt OT IO" REO of re- 
ligion reſpecting our own ſufferings in the 
ſtrange and chequered ſcenes of our lives; and 
then we will conſider it more amnply in reſpeck 


to the great confidence which it inſpires us 


with, in all our tranſactions with the world; 
and ſhew that, without an uniform or ſteady 
attachment to it, it is impoſſible for us, 
to reliſh the offspring of our labours, and the 
fruit of our more favoured or exalted condi- 
tions in ao 


When the heart I pete with grief, 


: by the loſs of friends, or by failure in ſome 
favourite proſpect; when we are humbled by 
_ ſickneſs; when, by the inconſtancy of human 


nature, we are rejected from ſome endearing. 


and pleaſing attachment which the tender 
heart once fondly cheriſhed ; when the trea- 


chery of man has*enſnared us; when an ene- 
my has diſpoiled us of ſome enticing object, 


which human Oy" had encompaſſed for 


us; 


£20 )-/ 1 


us; where can we find conſolation, if our 


depravity of nature has withdrawn us from 


religion? Whither ſhall we fly to pour 
forth our afflictions - to unburthen an heart 
overflowing with wretchedneſs! Would yoẽ 
ſympathize with your fellow- creatures? Per- 
| haps ſome unfeeling acquaintance will ex- 
claim, Away with your ſorrows and miſery ! 
I will not hear your complaints—I will not 
take unhappineſs to my own W and make | 
tay a mine! 


Hlaſt a loſt the dalate Se of thy 
life, the ſoother of thy cares, the tender 
ſharer of thy diſtreſſes, the mother of an in- 
fant family, the virtuous parent —haſt thou 
loſt the child of thy heart, the tender infant 
riſing to the world? who will quiet the an- 
guiſh of thy ſoul! what can aſſuage the fever 
of thy ſorrow! Will the delicate and ſen- 
ſible mind calm its feelings with philoſophy 
only, and ceaſe to grieve when it exclaims 
Tis the lot of humanity—we all muſt die! 
who can withhold the decree of fate, or 
| bridle the inſatiate RING; the defolating 


power 


0222 

power of death? Alas! ineffectual will this 
poor comfort be. We have refufed to call 
upon the Lord of heaven in the time of our 
proſperity, and we muſt als: under the load 
of our r afflitions. 

| Haft how loſt thy patrimony by the uſurp» 
wa hand of ſome . friend? Put not 
« thy truſt in man,” will they ſay, from 
whom thou mayeſt ſupplicate aſſiſtance. Thus 
the door of the wealthy will be ſhut againſt 
thee, and thou art expoſed to ſorrow and to 
need, a wretch forlorn and er from 
mankind, | | ik. 


5 er affect your paſſions by advert- 
ing to a recital of the many inſtances, which 
I could eaſily enumerate, of the multitude of 
our ſufferings, and the weight of our woes. 
I ſhall briefly: confine myſelf, in this inſtance, 
to aſſert that be our diſtreſſes of the moſt 
alarming magnitude, of the moſt diſconſolate 
nature, Religion will mollify them, Religion 
will pour balm into the hearts 'of the af- 
"— 5 | * e all 
5 Reimoniher 


TG 'Y 33) 
8 what Chriſt ſays, through the ; 
Evangeliſt : % will not leave you. comfort= 
« leſs; I will come to you.” And again, 
ſays the Royal Pſalmiſt, Caſt thy burden 
« upon the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee.” 
Thus the God of the righteous, in time of 
need, will be our only ſanctuary, and a ſhield . 
of ſuccour in our diſtreſſes and long ſuffer- 


8 


5 When we have accutnulated wealth and | 
| honours ; and when, perhaps, we have ſeated | 
ourſelves in the peaceful. proſpe& of ſome _ 
worldly attachment ; we dream not, that in 
the moments when we are pleaſing ourſelves 

in the delightful gratification of theſe our 
bleſlings, ſome impending ſtorm is threaten- 
ing our happineſs ; and, ſhould it burſt over 
our. heads, where is our refuge ? where our 


7 ſhelter from the blaſt of calamity, if religion 


be not preſent in our minds? If in the days 
of our prof] perity we have not trodden the 
paths of 1 innocence, if we have not embraced 
virtue; in vain can we find comfort in this 
: world ; ; to our God we are aſhamed to lift 
bD our 


WE: 7 3. 
our ſupplicating prayer; and how” "Ae 
_ graded muſt we inwardly appear to ourſelves, 
to think of ſuing, in the moſt debaſed and. 
humiliating condition of our nature, for 
grace and favour, in his fight ; when we are 
| compelled to this by our laſt reſource; and 
when it is too late to ſhew our great Creator 
that theſe our ſupplications ſpring not from a 
ſource of the favours we received at his hands 
in the days of our rejoicing, but from the 
bitter reverſes which .we have been ex 
poſed to; yet, even ſo humbled as we ſhould. 
be in this caſe, the voice of the finner will 
be ſtill heard; and we have ſtill an indulgent 
Father, who will look down all-merciful on 
the unrighteous, and relieve them in the 5 
time of their trouble. 


. Thus we find that, into whatever deplor- 
able ſituation our evil lives! have reduced 
us, the Chriſtian Religion alone has the 
power of healing our wounds, of leſſening, 
and perhaps effoctually e the ſorrows | 
of our hearts. 


Were 


* 


Were we now to advert to the ſenſe of the 
me head, we ſhall find, that be our 
poſſeſſions in this world ever ſo flattering, or 
big with approaching felicity, little cauſe 
have we for exultation, unleſs we have for- 

tified our minds againſt all human viciſſitudes N 

by the ſteadfaſtneſs of our faith, and ſecured —* 
a more laſting happineſs by the practice of 

our religious duties; © for what is man pro- 

* fited, if he ſhall gain the whole world, = 

40 e loſe his own n foul e 21 eee HO 

| er us now Eder religion in regard to 

the ties of ſociety, hy to its influence over 

-the ens of men. F 


We vines been EN 5751 the holy forig- 
tures, and by the early fathers of the Chriſ- 
tian Church, to eſteem religion as the firſt 
indiſſoluble tie of the univerſe ; we are taught 
that, independent of its efficacy in our ſpi- 

ritual preparation for eternal life, it is alſo 
the only guardian of our happineſs 1 in this 
frail exiſtence ; for when the principles of . 
; religion once become corrupt, or effaced from 
our minds, what regulation have we for our 

| - . 
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* conduct: what reſponſible bond can we ſhew | 


for our actions? Can our honeſty be alone 


ei on the h or 1 — 5 of rea- 
fon? 


Much do I truſt that you are all too well 
informed on the merit of good works, than 
to believe that human reaſon only can be a 
ſurety for the integrity of our conduct; that 
' reaſon, contaminated by ſin, enfeebled by our 
| paſſions, and even ſo fallacious in her own 
powers, can preſerve .mankind in an entire 
and irreproachable innocence.” You muſt, 1 
am certain, have too much penetration not 
to ſee the fatal effects reſulting from a gene- 
ral belief, that human ſociety could be regu- 
lated on the diſtinct idea which each man 
forms to himſelf reſpecting a virtuous and 
innocent life. Vou muſt diſcover the horrid 
confuſion which muſt inevitably enſue, were 
we to govern ourſelves according to our diſ- 
orderly fancies, and our deceitful ſurmiſes. 
If we ſuppoſed that our reaſon could alone 
ſerve us inſtead of an infallible tribunal, be- 
yond which no 06) can be made, and 


which 
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which is the mighty arbitrator of our words, | ] 
our Md 8 our thoughts. „ q 


- FM requeſt no other judges than yourſelves 3 
1 reaſon, without religion, be not the parent 
of crimes unnumbered ; if it be not capable 
of cloathing the moſt licentious, abandoned, 
and abominable wickedneſs in the ſemblance 1 
| of the moſt brilliant virtues. — 
| K 
Who is he anode x you who would truſt : 
kis life, his fortune, in the hands of a man 
| who has no religion? whatever wiſdom he 
may poſſeſs, however ſenſible of moral good- 
neſs, he may ſeem to. be, the inſtant I'am 
informed he flies from his God, ſhould I not 
be confounded with ſorrow and repentance, 
that I have made him maſter of my confi- 
dence, and allied myſelf to him in the affairs 
of this life, by a reciprocal tranſaction of in- 
tereſt ? · Should 1 not from that inſtant flee. 
from him as I would flee from a ſavage mon- 
ſter in the wilderneſs, whoſe rapacious jaw 
expoſed me to atzguiſh and to death? _ 


In a contrary ſenſe; if I be convinced that 
the man with whom 1 have any concern 
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has. a full confidence in religion, and that 
his actions are governed by the purity of his 
conſcience, my apprehenſions vaniſh; and an 
atheiſt or deiſt would much rather confide 
or truſt in the man who believes in a God, 
than in an impious libertine, who ſhuns- the 
divine altar, and who followeth the 1 iniquity 
of his own heart. 


O thou adorable Providence! it is thus 
thou diſplayeſt thy wiſdom in the remoteſt 
and profoundeſt parts of impiety ! and that, | 
in ſpight of our perverſe diſpoſitions, 'we are 
abaſhed at thy name, and conceive horror at 
the ' fight of. the ungodly; who not only 
moſt groſſly contradict and condemn. them 
ſelves by the moſt ſpecious of their falſe and 
corrupt doctrines, but are alſo degraded and 
- confounded, even in their own eſtimations. | 


It has, by the moſt refined of libertines, 
been alledged as a ſpecious pretext to pre- 
ſerve ſome ſmall remains of the good opinion 
of mankind, that, independent of religion, 


* there is a certain love of Juſtice which nature 


inſpires 
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i inſpires us with; and which, at leaſt accord- 


ing to the general acceptance of the word in 


- he ſenſe of the world, ſufficeth to form men 
honeſt. But, melancholy it is to repeat, this 
| pretext has only blinded the weak; and of 


WAR, it is eaſy to perceive the eee 


7 indeed, Without giving 8 
trouble to examine the nature of that juſtice 


| which 1s abandoned to the good or bad con- 
ſcience of individuals, I will aſk, whether a 
ſet of men are to be found, who will ſtand ſe 
much on their love of equity, as to admit of 


their actions being influenced with it, if there 
were no God, or no regs! = 


"Wha 5 50 85 to Fae of the man 


| wh walketh not in the fear of his Creator? 


what crimes is he not capable of? If the re- 
ſpect which is due to the Author of his ex- 


iſtence, cannot withhold him from iniquity, 
where is the power on earth that can? Will 


he not deſpiſe thoſe things that are revered 
by others; and what kind of a conſcience 

muſt he have framed in his own judgement, 
| ff... 


Je | o 
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ic he has framed one which, as he thinks, 


ys turns him from the moſt ſacred of all duties 


the religion of a God the 5 of 
his Creator? 


The moſt ſacred of all 0 he dane 
upon; the moſt binding engagement he re- 
nounces: if occaſions were ripe, he would 
riſe up againſt his moſt lawful powers. Would 
he reſpect innocence and good faith? and, 
Was it expedient for his projects, would 9 
not ſacrifice the poor, the meek-hearted, 
whom he found in his graſp? What would 
. reſtrain him from breaking his word in the 
face of the ſacred altar of truth and juſtice? 
Again, if his occaſions required, would he 
ſeruple to betray his parents, his brethren, or 
bis moſt boſom friend! ? | 


Tein the ie to the meaneſt of his ſub- 
jects; to us, who are all here aſſembled in 
the ſolemn preſence of our great Redeemer ; 
is not this a leſſon, by which we are taught 
to reject the irreligious part of the world from 
our councils and our ſervice? Is it not a 

| - ,_ - leflon 


leſſon for us to ſhun all commerce with 


thoſe who are ſuſpected of unbelief? If a 
therefore the Free-thinker dareth to approach 


us, if he preſumeth i in our preſence to hold 


his impious diſcourſes, let us not ſpare him, 
but let us be as bold to refute his unhappy 
doctrine—in defending the God whom we 
worſhip—as he is daring and inſolent to attack 
the moſt glorious and the moſt unconfuted of 
all truths, Let us then honour our religion! 


while it ſubſiſteth in us, God will be always 


preſent with us. In our works we ſhall proſ- 
per; and, ſhould our worldly labours be 
' crowned with ſucceſs, religion not only will 
affirm. them, by throwing greater ſplendor 


on our proſperity, but ſet us as far above them 
in point of happineſs in this life, as We are 


elevated above the moſt wretched of unbe- 


lievers; who, to uſe the words of the pro- 


phet Jeremiah, have ſowed their wheat, 


„but have _ thorns.” 


To! tondiude Y a therefore there be any 


lively zeal remaining among us for the cauſe 


of religion, let us fo conduct our lives, not 


only 
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only that we may honour and * it our- 
ſelves, but that we may occaſion it to be ad- N 
mired even by its e enemies. 


| Let us be kind * e to each 

other; affable, courteous, meek in ſpirit ; up- 

right in ſentiment, modeſt in proſperity, pa- 
tient in adverſity; not evaſive or artful in our 
dealings with each other, and free from all 
| contention, 
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1 Con. Chap. IV. ban of ver. 12. 


Being reviled, We 1 : being perſented, 
| RO bd - hal 


I T appears by this epiſtle that the great 
I apoſtle had ſuffered much perſecution: in 
Aſia for the doctrine of Chriſt ; and that, by 
his ſteady perſeverance, he was enabled to 
face with much reſignation and fortitude 


the barbarous oppoſition which was exerted , 


. againſt him, in his public manner of preach- 
ing the immutable truth of the goſpel. 
VVV. 
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10 the days of St. Paul, the Chriſtians re- 
| ceived from the Pagans, not only the greateſt 
_ Indignities, inſults of the moſt opprobrious 
nature, but were miſerably perſecuted by the 
_ emperor himſelf, who, to ſupport the policy 
of Pagan government, iſſued mandates for 
their converſion, and for the moſt effectual 
ſuppreſſion of that holy doctrine which was 
then promulgated by our Saviour. In the 
execution of theſe tyrannical laws, the moſt 
unbridled cruelty which man could inflict 
againſt man had been from time to time 
exerciſed againſt theſe meak-hearted Chriſ- 
tians; who, returning love for hatred, and 
forgiving the injuries of their barbarous ene- 
mies in the midſt of their perſecutions, ſtill 
avowed in their lateſt moments their firm 
beliefan the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt ; their 
firmneſs, their mildneſs, their material and 
ſpiritual virtues in the extreme of their ſuf- 
ferings, gained proſelytes to the church; and 
ſucceeding ages have, from conviction of the 
great comfort which all men muſt receive in 
revealed religion, univerſally acknowledged 
it to be, the'pnly religion that can effectually 
calm 


PI . 


calm the gloomy horrors of perſecution, and | 


the many leſſer evils which life is ſubje& 


If therefore the perils in former times were 
ſo manifeſt, when Chriſtians were zealous in 
the proſecution of their duties, and when 
they ſo greatly required thoſe inſpired aids 
from the Scriptures which ſo eminently for- 
. tify mankind in the anguiſh of the moſt hor- 
rid corporeal afflitions; what reaſon-have we 
not therefore for ſhewing our unfeigned 
thankfulneſs in theſe ages, when we are uni- 

verſally tolerated by a wiſe legiſlature to 
practiſe and to promulgate this amiable” and 

glorious doQrine; and when this doctrine has 
alſo been firmly grafted: into thoſe laws * 
1 which we are ſo happily governed. x 


From this a I propoſe to deſcend 
to thoſe heads in Scripture which often fpread 
a gloom on the minds of men, and but too 
often give them a miſtaken idea of the pure 
goſpel of Chriſt, on which they found their 

_ unhappy * ; and, ro their preſent 


diſtreſs, 


as, 
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diſtreſs, create difficulties which only ſerve to 
perplex and diſturb their imaginations, and 


which have proved an inſurmountable obſtacle 


7 to the great benefits which we may all mu- 


tually derive from the eſtabliſhed r regulation 
er the Church of 39 7 e on . 


Theſe errors are daily. increafing among 
the ignorant; their miſtaken opinions ſhould 
be combated with tenderneſs; with kind ad- 


monition truth ſhould be conducted into the 
road from which it might too incautiouſly, 
yet 46 e wander. 5 


If it has pleaſed” the W to order 


revealed religion on the fide of our holy 
church, to enlighten the unedified part of 


the world; let us with mildneſs reprove; 
and, with charitable countenance, while we 


inſtruct, conſider the erroneous paths which 
we have formerly trodden ourſelves, and the 
dark incapacitated ſtate which we | have 
; tered from. | | 


Theſe 
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Theſe miſtaken people 1 allude”to; ne 
= conſidering the former to the preſent © ſtate 


king, that the goſpel 
of our bleſſed Lord was brought forward to 5 


of the church — not refle 


the world at that preciſe fulneſs of time when 
the holy inſpiration of the Almighty was ſent 


among men, to forward and complete the 


great deſign; and, being ſo compleated, ſo 
eſtabliſhed, miracles ceaſed; and inſpiration 


was no longer thought neceſſary to beam on 


mortals, for the introduction of that light 


which might now be beheld by thoſe whoſe 


zeal inclines them to ſeck their falvation 


throu ugh faith. 


* 


i 


Theſe b it is F have ſtarted 
aifficultics—by which the ignorant mind has 


been oftentimes led into the moſt extravagant 
fervor, and frequently ſo much perplexed by 


an holy zeal, and dejected by religious me- 
lancholy, that, deſpairing of ever working 


out its own ſalvation by a plain and ſtedfaſt 
perſuaſion of the ſimple and practical rules 


which are preſcribed to us in the Goſpel, it 


has been but too often tempted to deſpair 
| of 


FFT 


of reward after death ; and, 1 e alt 

the reſources of comfort in this life, f in a tem- 

porary delirium, it has expoſed itſelf to a final 
deſtruction both of body and ſoul. 


Theſe people will aſk, if there be not 

many moſt grievous difficulties in religion? 
Is there, they will ſay, every thing ſo plain 
and eaſy? Are all the ways of piety ſo 
{mooth and eaſy? No; they will loudly 
_ affirm—hath not our Saviour told us, that 
| * ſtraight is the gate, and narrow is the way 
. * that leads to life, and few there be that 
| « find it?“ Does not the Apoſtle ſay, 
1 e through much tribulation we muſt enter 
into the kingdom of God; and that all that 
will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer 
« perſecution ?” And do not the ſcriptures 
every where ſpeak of Ariving, and wre/ling, 
and running, and fighting—of labouring and 
watching, and giving all diligence? And is 
there nothing grievous, nothing terrible, in 
all this ? | 
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This is a very material objection and I ſhall 
therefore be more careful to give a ſatisfactory 
auſwer to it. | -— = have 


* 


1 2 
1 have obſerved, that the "YI of per- 
ſecution for the cauſe of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, is an extraordinary caſe; and when it 
concerned the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, when ps 
the Church, in its infant ſtate, was on . 
ſides opprefſed, which conſequently r renderet 
the cultivation of the doctrine dangerous to 
the earthly body of man, by expoſing him to 
anguiſh, and oftentimes death ; in this caſe | 
the gate Was narrow ; few could find it; 
becauſe few had ſufficient fortitude to with- 
ſtand the perſecutions of the Pagans : few 
became converts, becauſe the chief part of 
the empire was controuled by the Impe- 
rial power, under the influence of the opu- 
lent and Splendid pare of Roman idolaters. = 


The ape themſelves, 3 were in- 
veſted with the honours of the high prieſt- | 
hood, more through ſtate policy than a firm 
belief in their prepoſterous religion, would 
naturally ſtrain evety ſinew of their power, - 
to deſtroy and fetter the encroachment which 3 
the pure doctrine of our Saviour made on 


| ſuperſtitious worſhip. | Would not this there- | 
4K 7 * e fore, 
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fore, by diſcouraging the primitive convert, 
render, the culture of his religion, oppreſſed 
with the horrid calamities of perſecution ; 
therefore the Acts of the Apoſtles juſtly, re- 
mark as ſpeaking locally, and referring to the 
times, that * through much tribulation we 
« muſt enter into the kingdom of Go.” i 
And as Timothy Was likewiſe a ſpectator of 
Chriſtian perſecution, would he not therefore, 
when ſpeaking to his contemporaries, and 
to the followers of Chriſt, very naturally ſay, 
that, „all that will live godly i in Chriſt Jeſus 

« ſhall ſuffer perſecution ?” But abſtracted 
from the reſtrictions and bloody violence in- 

| flicted on the undaunted followers of Chriſt, 
do we not find the ſcripture ſays, that © the 
66 ways of religion are ways of pleaſantneſs, | 
and that all her paths are peace; that her 
5 yoke 3 1s N and her burthen is light.” 


In the firſt ages of - Chriſtian warkis whs- 


| ever embraced the profeſſion of Chriſtians did 


thereby expoſe himſelf to all the ſufferings 
which the power and malice of the Pagan 
world could inflict on him. . 
| But 


But ſince le kingdoms f the earth 
* became the "kingdoms of - the Lord, „and 
the governors of the world turned to the 
patrons of the church; it Is far from being 
univerſally true, that every Chriſtian has 
ſuffered the violence of perſecution; this has 
been'a'rare caſe, and happened only in * few 
ages, and to ſome perſons. This therefore is 
not accidental to religion; it ſhould not con- 


ſequently be any longer i included it its diffi. 
culties. * | 2 as 1195 | Mt 11111 


JCTE) IT 7 4 , ; | » 7 
5 IF 3-3. - 


© | When ith hoty Süper Wend 125 
mg, Ariving. and labouring, we muſt conceive 
their meaning to be that of diligence and 
earneſtneſs; not of extreme bitternefs and 
difficulty. It would be unfit that ſo excellent 
a reward as we are. promiſed” by the Goſpel, 
ſhould be merited by idleneſs, by indifference, 
and by inadvertancy ! Are we to ſuppoſe, 
that Heaven ſhould be proſtituted to the lazy 
deſires— the faint wiſnes the cheap and or- 
dinary endeavours of ſlothful men? What is 
worthy of our attainment; is worthy of our 
labour; and the man who coticeives ſuch 4 
a k | E 2 ow 


| (* 
low and mean opinion of Religion as not to | 


think it worthy. of his ſtudy or ſerious en- 
quiry, is ſurely unworthy of the beautzful 


LE ipenſations, which it contains. 


Beſides, theſe 3 are a given 1 to 
us to eſtabliſh a certain regulation for our 
earthly conduct, on which our happineſs is 
founded. Eaſy leſſons, ſpeedily to be at- 
tained, make but a ſlight impreſſion on the 
mind; for it is well confirmed, by the moſt 
unqueſtionable authorities, that, in propor- 
tion to the difficulty of the attainment, ſo 
Increaſe both our attachment and our regard. 
If therefore the human mind be imprefled 
with a purſuit which 1s calculated not ouly 
to promote the temporal and future happineſs 
of men, but alſo to occupy them in their re- 
tirements when they reſt from the labour of 
their arduous occupations of life ; the gloomy 
' doubts. and fearful apprehenſions which often 
crowd in upon us when we ponder on exiſ- 
tence are diſpelled by a retroſpe&t on the 
chearful precepts of the Chriſtian Religion; 


we acquire not only a full conviction of the 
* 1 8 
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this world; but we alſo eſtabliſh a fixt prin- 
ciple for our conduct, which will enable us 
to fight manfully through all the evils which 


may poſſibly ſurround us; for * which cauſe 
ce we faint not, for though our outward man 


bas our inward man 1s ne day by day.” 5 


We are therefore to conſider theſe ;ojune- 
tions of the Scriptures, not as an impoſing 


hand of grievous diſtreſs, but as a mild and 


= taſk which we are bound to UN: 


| And again, if we take a ſeeming cores | 
text, which, to the ignorant mind, may 


ſeem contradictory, we ſhall find it eaſily 
reconcilable to the foregoing injunctions of 
the Goſpel. For when the Apoſtle ſays that 
& the commandments of God are not griev- 


8 guns,” he does not mean to inſinuate, that 
they are calculated for the unworthy, the 


lazy, the ſupine mortal; or that they are ſo 


—_ as to require no endeavour on our part: 


which reconcile us to the accidental eroſſes of 
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he only. means to prevent a tacit objection, 
which is frequently rooted to the very bottom 
of ſome hearts that Religion is a moſt griev- 
ous and intolerable burden, and that there 1 is 
more trouble and leſs pleaſure in it than in 
any other actions of human life. This he 
utterly denies; but does not hereby mean to 
exclude ſuch diligence and induſtry as is com» 


mon to men in any of their er avo- 


cations. . | 50 


Let us ſtate a ſhort example to place the | 
inſtructions of the Apoſtle in a clearer point | 
of view. Thoſe who are deſirous of receiving 
a religious inſtruction, of underftanding the 
rules of the, Chriſtian Religion, muſt be 
prepared for an attentive. obedience ; they 
muſt ſtudiouſly hear, and modeſtly reply; 
both of which force a reſtriction on the 
mind ; this therefore 1s an. effort which the 
ignorant is compelled to make to acquire 
knowledge; and in proportion to patience 
and induſtry, ſo it more ſpeedily acquires the 
fruits of its labours. Will not this example 
— agree with * other worldly pur- 
ſuits 


c 85 x; = 


ſuits of men : the mechanic, before he is 


maſter of his ſcience,” muſt attend to its ru- 


diment, and in proportion to his induſtry, ſo 


he arrives at the compaſs of his purſuit.” And 


if men be ignorant, and are deſirous of in- 
ſtruction, they muſt think with king Solo- 
mon; „ for as the ſoul of the fluggard 
ce deſireth, and hath nothing; ; ſo the Tun we 


* che een ſhall be made "i. ns 
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Bibi this bite cose en 1 doubt not 
but you muſt diſcover the many grievous 


conſequences incident to thoſe who thus ig- 
norantly pervert the true meaning of the Goſ- 
pel in the inſtances which I HAVE" laid before 
you, J 


* 


It will exceed the limits of this diſcourſe 


to enter more fully into this inveſtigation, and 


to explain more at large the gloomy and fatal 
effects which reſult from their miſtaken ap- 


plications to theſe points in Scripture. I ſhall 


therefore conclude by obſerving, that it is 
only by a true knowledge of the Scriptures 
| that” men can reap the happineſs which the 
| E 4 40, +2 »-doarme 


1 < 56 14 9 
doftrine. of Chriſt has laid down ; 3 they * 
then view theſe paſſages in the ſame, ſenſe 
which, I truſt in God, we all here preſent 
view them. This would be the means of 
teaching them the mildneſs, the pleaſantneſs, | 
the facility, of Chriſt's doctrine; of impreſſ- 
ing them with a comfortable idea of religion; 
eradicating all wild and diſtempered fpecula- 
tions; ſimplifying the knowledge of our. 

Chriſtian | duties; . relieving their troubles ; 
putting them in poſſeſſion of the means wheres 
by they may become their own monitors > 
their own comforters ; reconciling them to. 
the capricious incidents .of human life; in 
ſhort, to its viciſſitudes of every nature. 


From ſo juſt a knowledge of the hiſtory | 
of our Saviour's miſſion, we ſhould, in con- 
ſequence, find that our Religion has been ſo 
ordered by the Divine Providence of Almighty 
God, that even our vices in this world will 
meet with their own puniſhments; our vir- 
tues meet with their due rewards: that it 
| breathes univerſal benevolence—univerſal com- 
ore 5 and that whatever mortal who has 
reſo» 


WW 
reſolution to mortify thoſe emotions of his 
mind, which are incompatible to the wiſe 
tenets of the Goſpel; that he will not only 


meet with the moſt ſalutary and comfortable 
reward in this life, but eternal bleſſings i in 


the life to come. Which may the divine 
doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt ſo endow us with zeal 


and fortitude to accompliſh, that we may be 


amply fraught with reſolution to withſtand 


all ſeducing doctrines and*ignorant abuſes of 


the holy Scriptures, to the deſtruction of our 


temporal as well as eternal i 
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; St. MaTTHEw, Chap. vii. Ver. I and 2. : 
Fudge not, that ye be not judged, For with 
0 en judgement ye judge, ye ſhall be judged: 
and with what meaſure ye mete, it Hal ve | 
. to you "_ 


| M UC H does it grieve. the fling 9 — 


when, reflecting on the various evils 

of life, it finds that moſt of them ariſe from 
the unhappy quality which many of us 

5 Poſſeſs—of ſpreading abroad, inſtead of ſilene- 
ing, when we have it in our power, the ſwift 


meſ- 


3 


| meſſenger of detraction. Inſtead of . 
ing, with tender charity, the circulating tale 
of another's faults ; and, inſtead of adverting 
with manlike greatneſs of ſoul to our own 
follies and vices, ſecretly encourage the venom 
of evil tongues, to the prejudice of ſome af- 
flifted individual, and the deſtruction of that 
_ amiable © wt which ſhould influence 
all ranks in an age ſo humaniſed as the o one 
we now live in. 


Can this ſtrange depravity of nature be ac- 
counted for by ſuppoſing that we only in- 
creaſe in happineſs, in proportion to the mul- 
titude of diſtreſſes which we find mankind 
expoſed to; or that we. raiſe up our own. 
good fortunes on the bad fame of others, and 
fooliſhly exulting on the difference of our 
fituations, find an inward ſatisfaction in be- 
holding other people miſerable, while we 
ourſelves are ſecure from injury and diſtreſs ? 
Or is it a natural hatred which ſome men 
have to the proſperity of their neighbours, 
and are therefore cautious to circulate the 


detectable tale of flander, to the prejudice of 
the 


Ca 
| the peace of ſociety and 4 10 the wen en 
| n e 


: 7 


Wen we 8 of N 
greateſt circumſpection on our ſides, we ae 
oftentimes ſurpriſed into the moſt erroneous 


haſten to the unfriendly and uncandid re- 


port of others: thus we partially lean to one 
ſide, without admitting the other into the 


oppoſite ſcale. Hence enſues that degree of 


variance, that want of Chriſtian forbearance, 
vrhich engages men into open warfare; and. 


into all the ſecret and dark deſigus againſt 
their neighbour, which re e 
and * _ ir 

Was hes A wh to be abs; 


I ſhould ſay, How common is it for-men to 


Judge by appearances, to judge cach other by 
ſome action which the heart of man was o 
ſiurpriſed into; by human infirmity, by the in- 
5 efficacy of reaſon, or. perhaps by the cruel 
| | 1 2 * * In this cafe pre- 5 


cipitately, 


_ accuſations; and, by not having the fulleſt, 
the compleateſt evidence, we are inclined fo 


by = 
A 


60 9 


eipitately, pteſomptuouſly';. ; . toi eſtimate the 
moſt ſimple ſuſpicions, and by ſtraining! the 
power of magnifying offences, convert the 
reſemblance of crimes-to the greateſt ceftain- 
It is true, we judge by appearances, and 
not appearances by men, fays a learned 
and antient father of the church. This we 
have hourly occaſion to obſerve; for how 
often do we not perceive! arrogance and folly 
influence the world under ſome ſemblance of 
virtue and goodneſs, humility and piety hold 
the characters of pride and hypocriſy'; tyran- 
ny arrayed in the garb of moderation; extor- 
tion and ſubtle devices aſſume the robe of 
Juſtice; and the ſecret, dark, deſigning, hand 
of malice, preſume to graſp in the face of the 
world the blunted ſword of ny Oy. 
Al Sis. is a ſaurte: of that erroneous RING 
ment, which ſo powerfully and maliciouſſy 
pervades mankind; fomenting eternal diſcord 
betwixt us, embittering the endearments of 
** TT the ** of families, and ef- 


2512912 | | fectually 


105 0 3 
#Qually. drying u p. thoſe. amiable argans's 1 
the heart, that are open to virtues ſo exqui- 
ſitely delicate and fo faſhioned to ſpread great 


happineſs and Pars amen our Fellow, crea» 
THEIR 


1 
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It is not our c buſineſs" in this place 1 to ſpecu- 
| late on the motives of human actions, to 
trace the ſecret ſpring, the concealed power, 


| which operate this dire confuſion amongſt 
us; it is ſufficient for 1 us to find. that it 1s ſo, 


and that we are enabled to prove the ill con- 
W that reſult from it. | e | 0 
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It is . ear our . pee opinions 


of men, when we judge of their honeſty and 


reputation by ſome ungain appearance, When 


we give birth to our prejudices without any 
reaſon but from a capricious idea of the plea- 


ſure or diſpleaſure we receive from the ob- 
jects before us, when we are not generous 


enough to balance our own. failings againſt 
thoſe of our neighbour ; ;. when we , conſider 


our intereſts too intimately, ſo as to love the 
noble independency of our judgement when 


* „ 


we 


er 


. ( : 64 


| we refuſe to ſeek for cs from a more 
| perfect Knowledge of the party whom we 
cenſure ; ignorant and falſe condemnations 
muſt ever circulate, and we muſt expect 
nothing but commorion and hoſtile tranſfac- 
tions among our fellow-creatures. 000 


"Tt we confi der theſe refletions'? in a etighous 
ſenſe, ſhould we not be abaſhed with ſhame 
and confulion | in the ſight of our Creator, 
when we adyert to the tender mercies which 
he has vouchſafed to us, the unbounded for- 5 


giveneſs and loving kindneſs which he has gs 


extended to us all ! how can we approach, his - 
| divine altar, and ſue for favour at his hand, 
when, regardleſs of the lenity which he ſhews 
us, we judge maliciouſly and wrongfully of 

each other, the beings whom he has created | 
when only attracted by the ſurface, we judge 
profoundly, and, by confounding virtue with 
vice, we expoſe ourſelves to error in the fight 
of man, and to guilt in the fight of Gov! 
What a mortifying leſſon does not this teach 
us! and how cautious ſhould we then be of 
riding the fooliſh incorrectneſs of our 
8 tongues, 


1 65 5 
and of receiving from others the calumniätiüg 


reproach which leads us from the ſacred ow 
of truth oo mas 82 


1 18 another evil whith claſſes in this 
ſpecies of contempt which we have for our 
neighbour ; which 1s the defire ſome of us 


have of ſeeking for conviction—of induſe 


triouſly ſeeking for the truth of evil reports 
for matter to condemn each other with; 
which when we have accompliſhed, we think 
the attainment of truth can juſtify our pur- 
ſuit, and that our future condemnations may 
be more gracious in our own judgement. Let 
us ſee what humanity—what the Chriſtian 
will dictate to us on this head: ſhould we 
not mercifully turn our hearts from the ſor- 
rowful reports of our neighbours? ſhould we 
not be the mediators in the cauſe of the 
afflicted? ſhould we not ufe our utmoſt en- 
deavours to command the tongue of defama- 
rion to lie ſtill, and check the malicious tale- 
bearer of human infirmities? Though we 
may be permitted to hear the bitter accuſation 
| ago our neighbour—thovgh our eyes may 
| wo | behold 
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| behold the degrading foibles of. men, we are 


not permitted to pervert theſe faculties for 
the cauſe of planting differences in this world, 
and of ruining the peace of mankind. , * A 
man of underſtanding holdeth his peace; 


and reaſon and Religion will inſtru& us to 


ſoften the &ſperities of our tongues, to eſtab- 


| liſh benevolence, ſupprefs the power of ſlan- 


der, and, always mindful of the Apoſtle's ad- 
monition, © Judge not, that ye be not 
* . 7 0 


There is another dilorder! into which rac! 


are ſurpriſed, which is, the want of candour 


and perfect integrity. They judge according 
to the deſire of their hearts, and not according 

to the power of their underſtanding ; alſo by 
prejudice, by averſion, by envy, intereſt, and 
a multitude of other motives, which corrupt 


the moſt ſound and upright reaſon. Let us 


produce an example which will compriſe _ 
whole of theſe intereſted qualities of men: 
The Phariſees refuſed to acknowledge the Sa- 


viour of the world, becauſe they. were an in- 


tereſted and ambitious people, jealous of the 


dominion 


— 


1993 


dominion which they had acquired, or rather 4 
of the power which they had uſurped over a 


body of men. When the Saviour appeared, 


they regarded him as an obſtacle to their 
_ defigns, as an enemy to their hypocriſies, as 


a deſtroyer of their ſe; for which reaſon 


they were intereſted in decrying his doarine, 


and plotting his deſtruction. This was the 


principle on which turned all their falſe 


Judgements againſt his divine miſſion and his 


miracles. The credit and influence of the 


Son of God was diſadvantageous to them ; and 
"this was ſufficient to ruin him in their eſteem, 
and to incline them to adopt whatever the 


moſt envenomed hatted againſt him could 
W | ; 


Tbe Saviour of the world paſſed in Judah 
For a Prophet replete with the Spirit of God: 
and the Phariſees perfuaded themſelves that 
he was a ſinner. But this man, ſome ans 
ſwered, is particularly favoured by the Al- 


mighty, is a worker of miracles, and is ir- 


reproachable in his manners 1t—n0 matter— 


| he is a ſinner, and we know it. Why, did 


Fa — _ 
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2 V 
they know he was a ſinner? It was their in- 
tereſt to know it—they willed it to be fo. 
Their. intereſt in this point was the rule of 
their judgement. If our Saviour had declared 
himſelf on their fide, they would have de- 
clared themſelves on his, and have manifeſted 
the divinity of his cauſe : and, without being 
1 more juſt or more holy, he would have re- I 
> ceived from them only praiſe ; but becauſe . 
he condemned their errors, and becauſe he 
undeceived the people, who were ſeduced by 
their falſe godlineſs, they ex claimed. We 
% know that this man is a ſinner!” This is 
a natural conſequence in the judgement of 
men. We do not judge others by the merit 
which diſtinguiſhes them ; but by the intereſt 
which governs 26; not by what they are, but 
by what they are to ws ; not by their good or 
bad qualities, but by the good or evil which 
derive from them. Hence the blind and ſtub- 11 
born attachment to ſome, and the extrava- 
gant averſion to others. Hence the evil cen- 
Fo: {ures ot the moſt worthy characters, and the 
prepoſterous praiſes of the unworthy ; the 
deteſtable preferences and favours ſhown to 
one 
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| « 69 ) mp 
one man, and'the alienations and iniquitous 
proceedings againſt another. What is there 
more common than this? and is it not what 
moſt of us have experienced ſome time or 
other? If a man be united to us by intereſt, 
from that inſtant we are perſuaded that he is 
highly praiſe-worthy. But in a contrary” 
* ſenſe, if intereſt alienates us from him, is 
there any thing more contemptible in our 


182 * | Ik 


This paſſion of fa Ro regenſouts ME | 
to us as we would have them; counterfeits, 
conceals, and buries thoſe perfections which 

they otherwiſe might have: in ſhort, \they 
figure them to our minds under as many dif- 
ferent characters as there are different faces in 
the intereſts which ſway us. | 


F ; How are we influenced in our judgements _ 
| of an enemy! Suppoſe the character to have g 
drawn diſgrace upon it; ſo circumſtanced, in 1 
vain may it be poſſeſſed with virtues; theſe 


virtues, the more they are brilliant, the more 1 : 
they are in our imagination tinted with te 
1 F 3 Es colour | 7 


* 


2 V 
eolour of vice. If he be devout, we may ac- 
cuſe him of hypocriſy ; if he be not ſo, we 
ſuſpect him of impiety ; if he be humble, we 
regard his humility as weakneſs ; if generous, 
We accuſe his courage of pride and ambition; 
if his character be diſcreet and reſerved, in 
our opinion the man 1s artful at bottom, and 
a knave in his heart; if open and ſincere, the 
man is impudent and giddy. The world may 
in vain endeavour ta load him with praiſes; 
that ſelf-intereſt which governs us will con- 
vert thoſe praiſes into flattery and lies. For 
as the women of Iſrael applauded David, ſo 
this ſordid ſelf-intereſt will, like the aimoſity 
which Saul conceived on this occaſion, change 
the current of our ſouls into the moſt bitter of : 
enmities. To conelude: ES | 


We form ts which firſt blind us, __ 
then, by an infallible courſe of thoſe intereſts, 
we become tenacious and irritable ; brooding 
enmities againſt thoſe that are the moſt wor- 
thy of our eſteem, and always againſt thoſe | 
whom Chriſtianity ſhould unite to us. To 
| Judge of our neighbours, we ſhould therefore 

— 86 | i 


* ) 
be unte of all pre} judices, void of any 6aib 
ter attachments, free from all paſſion or re- 
ſentment, 1 in ſhort, from all manner of in- 
tereſts. But, indeed, where is the perſon to 
be found who can aſſure himſelf of this inde- 
pendency of principle; who can anſwer for 
the ſteadfaſtneſs of his actions, and the integ- 
rity of his heart? Will it not be therefore 
more adviſeable, ſeeing the impoſſibility of 
arriving at this perfection, to adopt the law 
of the Goſpel, Judge not at all?“ For what 
account can we render to the Almighty. for 
the many falſe judgements. we have made 
againſt our neighbour? Will our prejuarces 
ſerve us for an excuſe? and would not our 
laſt Great Judge of all, ſay with heavenly 
juſtice, 4 *Tis true, your prejudices have de- 
ceived you, and therefore you ſhould have re- 
frained from judgement.” And therefore ſhall 
we not all of us ſeverally exclaim, when we 
are thus convicted of our miſguided opinions, 
Great God, much rather ſhould I have de- 
ſcended into myſelf, and, with the ſeverity 
of judgment condemned the number of my 
own tranſgreſſions, than to have animadverted | 
F 4 on 


7 on all. the faults of others without mercy or 


(1 ) 


bompaſſion! By this I ſhould have found 
grace in thy ſight; and not only have pre- 


ſerved myſelf free from the miſerable diſorder 
Which is allied to the raſhneſs of judgement; 
but from the fatal diſaſters which it draws 
after it in ſociety, Then ſhould I have con- 


ducted myſelf according to theſe maxims of 


Chriſtian humility : “If the world judges 


* me, let me be judged without'murmuring ; 


e but as for myſelf, I will forbear to Ju | 
others ; or otherwiſe, if I muſt judge, be | 


* 1t always favourable and with mercy } w 
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E CCLESIAST ES, Chap, xr. Ver. LES, 


C 90 bread upon the waters ; for abo ſhalt = 
Jud it gu may dos, 


HE frequent opportunities which vou 1 

muſtghave had to inſtru yourlelves i in 8 Wo 4 

the different duties of Charity, as relate io 9 
our temporal and future happineſs, inclines 

me do turn the preſent diſcourſe of this uſeſull! 

virtue to a ſenſe of the bigh advantages 7 

vehich reſult from the cultivation of it, m 


favour of the young objects which are now 
preſented to our view. 


I chall 
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predations on their innocent neighbours, and 


4-74 } 
1 mall firſt explain the importance of your 
de intentions towards this helpleſs 


progeuy, ſhew the vaſt utility of an eſtab- 


liſhment which the refinement of ſociety has 
encouraged, and prove that the ſtate . would, 
in a ſuperior degree, receive the moſt conſi- 
derable improvement and happineſs from the 


extention of that amiable principle which 
ſhould be always ingrafted in the hearts of the 


moſt opulent as well as s moſt indigent of our 
fellow-citizens, 


"Fit, us then confider, when we are 
melined to draw forth the pittance of relief to 
ferve our fellow creatures in diſtreſs, for what 
end our liberality be extended. Let us not 
diſſeminate our favours with a negligent or 


promiſcuous hand; but diſcover, if we are in 


reality raiſing the languid head of miſery to 
the vigorous aſſiſtance of the community; 


or whether we are adminiſtring to the 
wretched paſſions of mortals, who are only 


reſtored to the proſecution of vice, and to be 
ſent abroad into the world to commit de- 


to 
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to cloſe their guilty 1 hives by an "gnominious 


diffolution. 


1 2 * 


By ſuch ne as i theſs we ſhall bo 
enabled to diſtinguiſh where exiſts the true 


end of our charity; and by underſtanding the 
_ . comprehenſive views of our virtuous motives, 


we ſhall then be performing our duties to- 
wards our God, and at the fame time Juſtify 


the principles of our rational or moral con- 


Ls towards our fellow-citizens. 


3 8 WE. 
1 * 


Through various revolutions of tumult uous 
ages, ſociety, with the bleſſing of the Al- 
mighty God, and by the univerſal promul- : 

; gation of the Chriſtian Religion, has riſen to 
a ſyſtem of order and trauguil government. 
On each ſide we behold its well · diſpoſed 


members labouring! in their ſeveral avocations, 


as well to protect the general utility, to ail. 


charge their bounden duties, as to render 
their own lives happy. And this order, this. : 

| general utility, this private happineſs, can 

only be diflolved by a lawleſs and diſfipated 


4 ſet of . who, ſubſiſting on the 
plunder 
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- plunder of the innocent and the unwary, are 
active to overthrow all cuſtom, all law, and 
all rule. | 


The wiſe citizen, therefore, who. rejoices 
in bis affluence, in his domeſtic happineſs, 


paſſionately conſider how theſe great and 
tranſcendent bleſſings can be permanently ſes 
cured to Rim. 


ſion of his private or the public happineſs, 
ſo place the probe that the evil will at once 
be eradicated; or, what is allowed, by the 
concurring conſent of all ages, rather wiſely 
2 adopt the ſure and more eaſy plan of obſtruct- 
ing its courſe in its firſt or infant outſet? 


and in his love for his country, will then diſ- 


Will he not, therefore, on the diſcovery 1 
of the malady which threatens the ſubver- 


© Fraught with ſach wiſe conſiderations, ; 
we ſhall then obſerve theſe nurſeries of young 

' © children, where the offspring of thoſe parents, 
Who, by worldly diſaſters, have been neceſ- 

_w to * relief from the more fa» 
voured 


* 


„ Canes 


% uſeful, the moral, the religious duties of life, 


man miſeries, have been ſnatched entirely 


„down like a river day and night!” who 
may have ſunk under the preſſure of their ſo- 1 
licitous endeavours, unknown to the melting "=" 
heart of Charity; no friendly hand to cloſe 


In ſhort, from parents from whom the iron 


with the dying eye of anguiſh, from help- 


voyred Wan of ſociety, will be | houſed, 
_ cheriſhed, and their infant-minds ba to the 


and ultimately prove the . i have 8 
ed out. 


7 


Perhaps theſe children have been torn from ' 


the claims of their natural privileges; ' from 
parents, who, ſurrounded by complicated hu- 


from them—from parents, as the Pſalmiſt 
expreſſes it, whoſe tears may have rained 


the eyelid; or the cordial of well- timed: = - 
lief to recall the worn-out ſoul to life again! 


hand of worldly croſſes had wreſted all ſub- 
lunary comfort, and who may have turned, 


leſs and bewailing children gathered round 
\ them, to feek the tomb as the laſt though 


«Hom * 
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gloon 4 retreat for a complication of worldly 


. Fry del to . the wield 
3 of many parents may have been uſhered 
on them by floth or folly, {till have we ſeen, 
and ſtill may we now ſee, the truth of this 
lamentable expoſition but too FORO exem- 
plified arround us. 


* 
1 a 
* 


F aden with the reality 
of theſe calamities, ſhall we not adminiſter. 


the crumb of relief to the poor innocent ſur- 
vivors, and diſcard that ſuperfluity of which 


we. way not know the loſs ! 


_ 5. Wa % the ater oppoſite ſenſe, is 


not our charity equally as great, and equally 


> as efficacious in its nature? The deſtitute 


and alienated infant muſt not be puniſhed for 
the guilt of its parent! The babe, like the 


. riſing plant, muſt not be cruſhed by the ſtorm 
5 of human miſery gathered round it. Muſt it, 
when expoſed to the ſhivering blaſt of hun- 


ger, untimely fall f Moſt aſſuredly the foſ⸗ 


tering 


| A tering Dad of Charity“ 
ſtretched forth. Vour hearts will expand with 


(Gn 


ill, in this caſe, be | 


pity to conſider its little wants—its tender 
claims! Vou wilt not let it droop and pe. 


. 


Wh, 45 | riſh! f : : 3 8 u 


; Ma ie by nibh Kind WF vero 
- only changes that bright teſtimony of his 
. ſuperior excellency over other creatures by 


foul devices, and the guilty impoſitions ok 


the world. In this caſe we have the will 
we have the power ;, and were we to conſider 8 


the motives of our charity in any ſhape, 


| where can we find the plea to Jenny * fo 


* 4 3 


want of humanity | 5 


But koh time mall ſo order it, that theſe | 
fats riſing in the world, may one day 


take their ſeats among the honourable offices 


of life, then ſhall we ſee the good effects 


that crown our charity; and though they 


may forget the hand that raiſed them to thoſe 
offices, ſtill ſhall their God record the deed, 


and make this good evidence appear couſpi- 
cuous when the finner muſt appear before the 


3 


bar 


. 
8 * 
— 

3 4 


i by. 

** 2 ä 

1 0 => £8 8 == 

x RITTE 4 ; + 3 2 = 
. "x 3 5 7 8 N x. > 5 
. KK # % 45 1 * 


. 7 
5 © 
5 wut 


. 


* 1 — * 
. * — — r 
oy R Ub Ay Rok 
. oy ETSY - 4. 
4 * parte” — — 
— — I 
— = e 
2 Lg 3 1 2! 


{ *. 44445883 OM gy - Ya 
ACK * AS = X $4 _ 
Pay. oy" PEI £ r — — 
= VEL = = - 
r FTI on 
3 


hi 
vi 
bats © * bo > © * 
_—_ s F, 3 — 
3 3 
. Kd doe. 
= . 
1 "0: pos 7 7 1 
Len Mc > - : 


3 
3 
n 3 


8 


bar of mercy | 7 favour and redemption,. 
through his Chriſt : at that tremendoug, 
though all-chearing hour, ſhall he remem- 
ber, that © he who has given't to the * 
8 * Jendeth to the Lord.” YC . 


What if the an hand of 98 
was withdrawn from the infant-claſs, and 
they were to be entruſted to the current of a 
negligent world to a precarious ſubſiſtence ! 
what would be the portion of their wretch- 
edneſs ? Should we not behold them, when | 
emerged from childhood, and truſted to the 
manifold chances of a wicked life, ready to 
enter into many grievous temptations, greatly 
ſubverſive of the order of civil ſociety ? Should 
we not trace them through all the various 
forms of vice, ſurrounded by a crowd of 
hardened wily comrades, active to inſtruct 
them in all the practices of cunning infamy, 
at laſt, in the full meaſure of their iniquities, 
view them delivered up a ſacrifice to their 
gulty deeds? | 


Such i 


__ truſted to the random chances of a d 
world; for, unleſs” the hand of power, or 


0 ſome fair example, ſways their minde, . : 
will moſt affuredly faſcinate them, to their 


untimely deſtruction; but when, by your 
kind and ſeaſonable interpoſition, they can be 


conducted to the paths of virtue, the-. ſtate. N 
7 will p rocute A gentle ans expedient bone 5 


to eradicate theſe growing evils; 


culcating into theſe infants the ſtubborn hs 
Ciples of virtue, moral and religious actions 
and they Will 
8 5 then prove e de and e anne „ 
5 TO in 3 „ qe: 


will follow them through life, a 
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As a HAY FE. 0 frequently: "paths 
= theraſelyes to juſtify the truth of theſe re- 
marks, I ſhall introduce” one in this dil. 


courſe. | 


We behold a eb 0 through. a 
| 1 crowd, to offer up his life as an expia- 
tion for his erimes; a as ſeeing fur- 


o-: „„ 


be dreaded 0 our a rip are bo 


72 
of 
F 


Ms . 5 | 

ther than the vulgar eye, we are hs: to 
have compaſſion on his errors; and, by caſt- 
ing a retroſpoct on human infirmities, we per- 


mit the pang of tender conſideration to riſe 8 5 


up in our hearts; yet, had we been ſo fortu- 5 
nate to have: ſeen the ſuffering wretch in 
his childhood, and we had been watchful: 
over his conduct, to direct his mind into its 
proper channel, that torture to which he is 
no ready to be expoſed! might perhaps have 
been tranſlated into the moſt brilliant rewards 


bor his virtue. To drop a parallel which % 


highly probable to be realized, I will aſk 
the moſt diſpaſſionate of my hearers, wle 
ther we might not view to a certainty (ſome 
very few exceptions admitted) this child of 


charity become a uſeful citizen and firm 
Chriſtian. irs Oe 5 i 


Ma 8 in has a do our humane 
and virtuous endeavours ceaſe? they are pro- 
duQtive of an endleſs good; theſe objects of 
our care may in time become father mo- 
thers: their children, documented in habits 
- of virtue and — which they themſelves : 
have 


"Te" . 


have e would riſe up on their fant ; 
ſteps; ; thus we ſhall. find no difficulty to 


prove that, by your wiſe contributions to- 


wards thoſe ſeminaries, of infant · ſuccour, 


the ſtate will inſure itſelf a permanent tran- 
quillity its indigent youth will be turned to 
the practices of ſalutary avocations: the boys 
will turn out induſtrious mechanicks; our 


priſons will! in time be relieved from the groans | 


- of culprits ; ; the condemnation of criminals 


will decreaſe ; families may reſt ſecure in 


| their peaceful retirements without alarm at 
the thoughts of midnight plunderers; in 


ſhort, the diſſolute ſpirit of the age may be 


abundantly meliorated; and we may expect to 


ſee the eſtabliſnment of due obedience and 


order ht all ranks, 


"There is another ans 5 which wil 
| ariſe from our charity. OD _ 


- 


The wud of W hapleſs e 
will be ſhut againſt all a licentiouſ- 


| neſs, | 


: \ 


G 2 ; EE 


F 


5 * 
„The ſtreets will not be crowded by. the 


FT - ilorable and ſhameleſs ſex, who, under the 


maſk of giddy pleaſure, conceal ng vary!” to 


| lnevitable *. N 2 e 


Guided uy your app ings charitable" - 


interpoſition, they may be ſheltered from the 
accumulated evils of life under their own do- 


 meſtic roofs; and while their riſing offspring 
may be playing round them, they may ſhed. 
perhaps the ſilent tear of gratitude to the un - 


known hand which cauſed them to be trained 
up in virtue and happineſs ; or, as the pro- 
Phet Jeremiah pe i, « their eyes may 
* run down with tears, and “their eye-lids 
9 —— 195 out with waters” of thankfulneſs. | 

Wy 


A. 
{4 


When Smilies are fa diſtreſſed that the 


fruit of their induſtry muſt be conveyed for 


their own ſupport only, it is next to certain 


but their children will be expoſed to the 


* 


chance of a wide world; and then it is im- 


poſſible for them to avoid the contagion of 


vice, which is ſpread on all ſides of them. 


| A 
* 1 


' 


2 


. i aw) 

1 2 1 no. RT ws of aces FRI will p ans 
mit their parents, friends, maſter, or miſtreſs, 1 
to dedicate 3 ſober and calm moment to en- 


Fay. 


> « * „ 
4 1 


graft. f in them a ſenſe of. Religious. Duties, : 4 
- they are; driven into life without any guide 2 
e their conduct; and, unleſs they are forci- I 
7 impreſſed with thoſe ſtubborn. principles _ 
„ arm. which their avowed. duty to Gov 
: 5 inculcates, thoſe glaring examples of har- OY "F 
dened iniquity, . which are daily placed before 3 
£7 them, muſt inevitably Feige e Ante N 9 
certain elt on, d ad e 3 
. e may {og young 0 * nato : | 
ral. principles are tenderly and ſoberly in- I 
| clined ; but by degrees, as they grow more * 
5 familiar to life, they imbibe the ſurrounding > i 2 
contagion, and they then proſecute the ſame 1 
curious devices as their re to 0180 _ 1 
| . weir profligate. conduct. . T0 
5 * 8 ſhould 6 1 it 1 33 fall 
| into a reſpectable way of life, we are not per- 
1 mitted. to conclude. that they will continue 
i | bh Soo, © 
Go 


„ . 86 8 


long in their practice of virtue and regularity ; b 


for, not being inſtructed in the precepts of 


Fo religion (the only ſure cement of virtue) F 


they muſt become the ſport of every danger- | 


_ ous example of vice; and at beſt; if they are 


fo fortunate as to ſhun it, they only adopt 5 


the principles of fear, and avoid crimes be- 
cauſe the hand of juſtice is ready to fall heavy 
on their treſpaſſes. But take a more extenſive 


ſurvey of theſe moſt fatal conſequences—theſs 


unhappy children may become fathers— 


mothers of children—then the effects of their Fr 


own impiety, by the bad education of their 
progeny any > be N, ae indeed. 


At beſt, as 1 of bes Goukli 
: they may avoid the infringement of the laws, 
and juſt ſtand within the pale of obedience ; g 
they are but abject paſſive characters to the 
tate: if they behold the diſtorted forms of 


vice, they have not the powers or the abilities 5 


to give it a comelier appearance by checking 


its career; and thus, as having no regulation 


to govern their principles of action, we find 
they are prone to inhumanity, to ſhameful 


l TRE paſſions, | 


—— — wad. 
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| es and every other e 
ſtate has not ample POR OO. | 


to 1 
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effeminate attractions, and not only deliver 7 
themſelves up to ſhame and miſery ; but are 
ſometimes known to change the complexion 
of their delicacy to a maſculine difformity; 

and in this, how terrible, how diſguſting co 


a Wrong and e Ward 10 


humanity ! when ſhe who was placed in 


creation as the honorable aud ſoothing com- 


_  panion to ſolace man through the toils and 


cares of liſe—the delicate and elegant part- 
ner of his happineſs, when ſhe falls from 


that ſacred ſtation decreed her by the Al- 


mighty, muſt not all Nature groan at ſuch a 
falling off from original creation? and muſt 


not our hearts be rent in twain with pity and 
e at her miſerable depravity'! 


f 


Viewing 8 the many haves aſylums 


that are adopted for theſe ſafe expedients 
. againſt thele common evils, let us then, with 


8 5 a gene · x 


8 


io promote their ſueceſs. 
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tered all its Ns: e Par earn 
all its ruin; as well among the exalted; as 
among the loweſt orders of the people; ang 
the well-informed citizen would much rather 
glory! in purging away the cauſe, of this e 
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than by himſelf the h 
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HESE words of our Saviour, 
he inſtituted the new Coyenant 


propitiatory ſacrifices of the Jews. 
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val of the Paſſover, have an alluſion to the 1 | / 


he word remiſſion has the ſame meaning 
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When . , - 
WED 


at t 


- a 


— among Chriſtians, in the light of a fin-offer- - "7 


ing, as among the Iſtaelites when they made 


| their atonement on the altar; "OY pn - ZONE 5 


. WY 9 * 3 
n themſelves before the throne of the . 
Almighty for pardon and grace; ſincerely 
repenting of their paſt tranſgreſſions, and — 
yaytly praying for 5 5 e EL TE! 
The Paſchal Lab en as a me- 
morial of the deliverance of the Iſraelites, and 
their truſt in the living Gon Was the means 
by which that deliverance was accompliſhed. 
Our Saviour, by a ſimilar prefiguration, or- 
dained his memorial for the redemption or 
deliverance of mankind; and the means by 
which that was accompliſhed was by a fi- 
lar truſt and faith in his divine miſſion, 7 


5 powerful and all- ſuffcient. 


* 


So far the N wins of the text, The 
intent therefore of this diſcourſe 1 18, to ſhew 


the great * of ſacrißce ®, or ſome 


Man has a natural ſenſe of infirmity, aud a conſcien- 
tious deſire of making an atonement for tranſgreſſion. 
St. Ben, in Homily 12, ſpeaking of Abel, lays, 
8 74g weęck 100 7 89} ops wie: atHexay Nanfoutrs rab ra 
Gxboa, _ 4 27 Wap% ww oonidires I TY gucken | 
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 " 26h = FF ah general and concurring 
| ſenſe of all nations, from the moſt remote 
period, that original fin was ſtrongly ar 
plwanted in the nature of man. The virtuality 
gf free -will is of itſelf ſufficient to prove the 
exiſtence. Intricacy may prevail in the en- 
quiry, and human reaſon may not he equally 
ſtrong to admit of this eonviction; but ie 
may be inconteſtibly proved, that. human 7 
Ul in the moſt weten Nate of ſocis 
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. a ullo 1 nec. le gecebrs, gur > 
primitiis aliquid conſtituebat ; fed animi ſui inductione, 
propriaque conſcientia doctus facrificium ilud, offerebat. 

And alſo of Cain, this antient father again ſays, 40 That | 
they had received no human inſtructor, no admonition ot 

counſel; but both were inſtigated by conſcience, or an in- 
berent gift of human wiſdom, to preſent their oblation to 
ö 3 the Divine Author of all things.“ Juſtin Martyr, Irenzus, 

Tertullian, Theodoret, Cyril, and many other of the 

fathers, aſcribe the origin of the Jewiſh facrifices to the | 
above motive. It is alſo the opinion of Spencer. es De 
F et Thummim, Cap. 4. Set, 7 
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ety, have been always impelled to confeſs their | . 21 
ſins by ſome outward viſible ſign, or _ _ 5 


2400s and te e I Fee h 
ot nüt n : ng 

. "ESI RY ariſe from the als 
of our feeble and dependant nature, ſo the 
ſenſe of 3 _ . em * — 
3 wer pray to teſt es Crows "9 as | 
ſurrounding evils of life; and our conſcience | 
teeming with an apprehenſion of theſe evils, | 
we are afraid of incenſing the wrath of a ter- 
rible and juſt Gop. We bow down with 
fervour, humility, ang: contrition, and en- 
deavour to incite his tender compaſſion by the 
inward ſcrutiny of our hęarts. We offer up 
our earneſt prayer for a remiſſion of our of. 
fences, aud Wercode for. bis future waere 
Hees ine Weeclltee endeavoured to appeaſe | 
the anger of the Almighty by every precious 
ſacrifice; with an incenſe of the moſt fragrang 
and delicious produce of the earth. The 
treſpaſs 
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cal mints unto the Lord was Ig ram 


without blemiſh out of the flock; with! an 
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Sophiſtry aud a 8b may gun from 
whence this origin of evil! brand with in- 
dignity the great beheſt of our inviſible Lord! 

It may aſk, Whence aroſe the perverted na- 
ture of man? and wherefore the Almighty 
made him ſo untoward 'to his commands? 


Preſuming diſplay of ignorance! The Gov 


of worlds has created him inferior to his ef. 


fulgent efſence ; has placed him thus humbly 


to move in his allotted ſphere : : in know- | 
ledge bounded, yet with Capacity to enlarge i 
his comprehenſion, to attain to a moral per- 
ception of goodneſs, to underſtand his own . 
infirmity, and with reaſon to define the dil. f 
tinction of good and ene > | 


& 8 67 
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'In evil there is ſorrow ; . man Was made to 
enjoy, but not to commit exceſs, f in the plea- 
ſures of life. Here then we thall find the 
| fource of human evil. As a far greater por- 


tion 


YES PN 
tant} 


- « 94 4 


tion of "PR has been allotted us over 
the beaſts of the field, as alſo the power of 


committing exceſs in that ſuperiority of hap- 


Pineſs, ſo a far greater portion of reaſon we 
are endowed with to guide us in thoſe our 
- purſuits. If we exceed the limits of our rea- 
ſon by the extravagance of our deſires, we 


commit evil in the ſight of our Gop ; we 


| tranſgreſs his commands, and degrade that | 


portion of his divine eſſence which he has im- 15 
parted to us here; we pervert the wiſdom of 


his creation, and riſe up in e e 
his all· ſubduing e. 


7 


The Almighty . to Moſes the ſpirit 
of his divine intelligence, to redeem the Iſrae - 
lites from their tranſgreſſion. By him they 
had laws given to them, which, commenſu- 
rate with the natural inclination of man to 
ſin, ſerved to lead their miuds to the contem- | 


. plation of the one true Gon, and to bind 
them to a civil order of ſociety, in which the 
mutual compact of man with man was to ſub- 
ſiſt. In which the neceſſity of mutual bene- 


volence was incorporated; the great duty of 
ſocial 


1 


1 


ſocial love, wh the- only -efficacious means: 5 15 
eſtabliſhing a ſyſtem of univerſal happineſs,: | 
during the * of our * fellow eee 8 


_ lifes - 


A 


tb hs r of Gov are hi 


 abſtrated from their inſpired nature, in a mo- 
ral interpretation, found to be perfectly coe 
ducive to the happineſs of mankind; it ei- 
dently became the duty of the exalted gover- 
nors of the uniuerſo to Ted: uw duly en- 


| forced, | 


"If men re ragelled to 1888 wad < origi 
nal birth, they could have no excuſe to eher - 
ciſe it when the ways of the Lord had been 
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obſtadles which may ſerve as a pretext to turn 
their thoughts from the fubfilling-of mm nen 


bveſſary a mer fellowſhip -- 

v4 ; ot ee 14 
1 I, . hong our ä ape that his 
hour was come, and that the fulneſs of his 


time was at hand, when his ſacred "abode - 
among men was to be no more he found it 
neveflary to deliver to his diſciples a memorial 


of his ſufferings, he thereſbre, n the- ſup- 
i per of that night when he was betrayed 
*/took- bread; bleſſed it! and brake it, and 
gave it to his diſciples, ſayingy take eat; 
this ĩs my body and he bock the oupgand 
21 e 


— 


— 


mankind. 


ſul cereraqny of ſincere and true Chriſtian 
compact -a compact founded on their im: 


the admiſſion of Chriſtian brotherhoodd. 
9 ᷑ 7 e | This 


( wo 
«gave thanks, and gave it to. them, Lying, 


«drink y6,all pf it; for this is my, blood of 


47 the New Teſtament, which! is ſhed for "NY ; 
5 «6 for the remiſſion of ſins.” 0 


75 
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c his ceremony, bug ;nftitured. by! our Sa · 
viour, became the great teſt of all Chꝛriſtian 

fellowſhip. It was by this act of holy con · 

fraternity, thato' our Saviour wiſhed-his death 
and ſufferings ſhould be handed down from 
age to age. This awful rite Wag to bei re- 
corded and ordained as a cuſtom to.vefreſhithe 
minds! of hr 


» 


Mans with:14he- remembrance 


of our - A the fins'of 


— , . * 1 'S ERS. 
aid 36d} cler 140 oe” yo nad fi 


ande, Aloo juin 
diately after his death, the outward and-aws 


plicit faith in the doctrine and miratculous en- 


terprizo of our Saviour It was ep joined a: as 


an outwartand'viſible. ſign of ee cen 
in —of ſincerity and ſpiritual ae pa, 


wa avs 
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8 This collars 55 arly Aged by St TY 
Hie deſires the Corinthians to flee fri 


ceremony of invitation 1 41 ſpeak as to oY 
„nen; judge ye What 1 tay : : the cup of 


«| bleſſing which we blefs, is it tot the con- 


« münion of the blood of Chriſt? The bread 
« which" we break; is it not the eee 
of the body of Chit Thee grear Apot- - 
tle has here given us the ſpititual meafling'6f - 


the" inftitution'; afid in the following 'verfe- 
we have an bbſölute and perfect hiſtory of the 


common reception of the *bread' and” wine 


among” Chriſtians? For we; being "many, 
& are one bread and one' body ; mts we are att 


® partakers of thie altar“ ai 1786; 10 
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1s not this a fufficient teſtimony of 'ths 
univerſal! convitiviice 3 ths primitive Chrif- 
tians in the neceffiry—the eſſential admifſton 
of the Sacrament. And does it not appear, 
by this paſſage of St. Paul, that io perſon 
could be called à Chriſtian unlefs he had 
broke bread and tient of the cup of bleſiig * 
ud eilt 20 Wi zg of 36. e The 
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g 1 The yo which 1 hare her cited may, 


. bread af life, 28 typiked 


ſpicigually... by. ehe. death. gf Chriſt ;, but tho 
ſnecheding yerſe ſufficiently explains the pre - 


— 2 exiſtence of the ceremony : Behold, 


4 1{rael after ther- fleſh; are hot they whielr 
« eat of the, ſacrifices partakers of 25 altar? 


Partpkers of yhat ? « Poybileſs, of; the, e. 


cen 9 he Herived from, the, beg in che 


Adeüement, 07. dhe other benefits, of dagrifice, 


conforinable to the old 


Jaws Mer ed, a. the neoetlary.cole of their, 
faith, a pious conformity of their gere menial. | 


faerifice;, 19 Chriſtians, alſo became partakers 
of their pious inſtitution—partakers, of that 


bread of life which they, by, ag outward aft 
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3 4 Gd ow contin hue ved. Heady 
ia the Apoſile's doctrine and — 
« in breaking, of. * and prayers.. 541 A0 
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all now. aſk you what greater te can 


be. 1 than this which I have laid 
* wu, of the you neceſlity of this cuſ- 
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tom, 


"Ml 


tom of being ae of. the Sacrament: 


For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink 


rbis cup. * . ſhow ph: Lord! s death till 
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; This i is nj as "the teſt, of your, Faith ; 


a Chriſt Jeſus; nor can you, be called the 


zrue followers of his glorious doctrine, unleſs 


ye haye e both A, heart and will to, follow, his 


example. For as often as ye eat of it, ye do 
ſhew your ſincerity of repentance—ye do 


thew your , pious. inclinations to lead a 1585 
Iſs by your lively faith in his Goſpel, 


wy 
uy 


Lal 


1 to the ſecond es alan gk 
perſons, who, in outward appearance, are 


Chriſtians, do not come 1 the Lord's 
table: . | A f 45 | 6s hd F i 
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5 Theſe 9 f this excuſe on the 
anſwer of the humble and devout centurion : 


Lord, I am not 3 chat thou eee 
C come e under my roof!“ 


44 
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In he 38 of S 8 
two ſorts of n who are governed by this 


T Ee, anſwer 
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the practice of Chriſtian duties; and ſtniniers, 


who are plunged in all the exceſſes and dif- 5 


orders of a criminal life. As to the julk; we 


can have no doubt but their An 1s the 7 


Pi anſwer of the centurion; the juſt, who lis in 


cauſe of their feürs; but then we ate cau- \ 


tiouſly to enquire to what length this humi- 


Tity ſhould be carried, and if it be redſonable 0 


it mould proceed ſo far as to alichate them 
from their Saviour, and is holy ſacrament.” 


83 18 138816 * 2 18 * r * ; 11 


8 This Met I ſhall leave to the mech. 
tation of the truly devout Chriſtian; and, were 
I to explain it as authoriſed by the primitive 


Church,” or the cuſtom of the earl Fathers, 
I might not perhaps ſo much edify, as by 
confining my diſcourſe * the genetal ob- 


jection. N . 


\ 


When a perſon abe cbes the Lee's table, 
he doubtleſs ſhould approach it with humi- 
lity, with a ſenſe of his unworthineſs; but 
alſo with a lively ſenſe of hope. He may 
reply, that his body is not prepared; —but, 
1 b in his ſin, and not diſpoſing him- 

EN | ps ſelf 
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eib to chte g folly into the e 5 
true Chriſtians, either he muſt be profane to 
the greateſt degree of irreligion, or elſe A ſelf⸗ | 
willing deſerter of the ſacrament. Doubt- 
leſs he muſt be a profaner of the word, if the | 
bread be broken without repentance—and 
doubtlefs a. {elf-willing deſerter,, if, for the 
want of Tepentance, he be not itt a ſtate to 5 
commune with thoſe whom. he falſely and 5 
yy 1 calls bis brethren. . „ 1 
But ir Deke? would ſay, it is the 40 fl | 
reſpect they have, or fancy they have, for 
Jeſus Chriſt, which withholds' them from . 
the communion; it 18 then Undenlably true, 
that this humble motive, which keeps them 
from the ſacrament, ſhould operate efficaciouſly 
in proportion to the impreſſion which the 
| doftrine of Chriſt has made upon them, and 
engage them to extend their reſpe& and piety 
to the performance of their duty, and ſhew 
their reverence for his doctrine by their out- 
ward act of conformity. But, were this ap- 
parent reſpect for holineſs to be truly and 
fully inſpected 1 into, ſhould we not find that 


. 12 55 the 


the ſeeds were thoſe of worldly paſſions; that 
the timid fſelf-examiner covered his tranſ- 
grefſions with an holy. reſpe&, becauſe he 
Was afraid of inwardly ſcrutinizing his own 
heart—of contemplating how much he Was 
f wedded to the pleaſures of life to the lux- : 
uries, the vanities, which daily ſurround him 
to ſome ſecret and dearly cheriſhed tranſgreſ- 
ion, which was too ſeducing for his Chriſtian 


ſacrifice. Therefore, as not having the reſo- 


lution to throw off the deluſive robe of his 
worldly vanities, to refuſe the cup of deadly 
voluptuouſneſs; he muſt remain the awful 
witneſs of his own irreſolution, and of his 


want of diſpoſition ſuited to the practice of * 
Chriſtian duties. 


| But why do I ſay theſe people refuſe to 
come to the holy communion through, re- 
ſpect to this inſtitution of Chriſt? It is not 

their reſpect, their ſolemn fears, which alie- 
nate them from this ſacred pledge of their 
faith, but an obſtinate attachment to the delu- 
bons o of ſin. They e in ſin more than in 


the 


8 2 ) 
the glory of their Gop—They forget their 
duty as Chriſtians, to follow the world and its 
pleaſures; and therefore this appearance of re- 

ſpect is only a veal to cover their ſelf- love 
which they ſo much venerate; and by which 
they are poſſeſſed of ſo much indifference and 
delay, and, I may juſtly ſay, diſguſt for the 
com pletion of their Chriſtian duty. | 
4 Hens can men of this Sfcripticn openly 
.profeſs the Goſpel of Chriſt, when their 
hearts are full of hypocriſy and guilt? In 

ſome caſes it often ariſes from their greedineſs 
to obtain the advantages which reſult from 
their religious profeſſion as Chriſtians, to ob- 
| tain the confidence of their brethren in ſociety, | 
to obtain the good things of the world, to 


fulfil (under this maſk of their hy pocriſy) 
the meaſure of their i iniquity, 


W 


In outward appraniace they may bear the 
ſimilitude of Chriſtians; but their inward 


man is built up with all the carnal affections 
of life. Their outward appearance is that of 


conformity; they attend divine worſhip, aſ- 
I -Þ PE - ſuc 
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ſume the character of religion; but their 99 


hearts are wedded to their ſordid aug moſh deſ- 
Teal c * 


| ow degrading SS theſe SS ap- h 
pear, even in their own thoughts, when they 
approach the temple of Gop, only under the 

| maſk of diſſimulation; and are conſciovs that, 

while they have the outward ſemblance of 

_ ſerving their Maker, they are only ſtudying! | 

ho to proſecute: their deceptious views, en- 
couraging their ſecret vices, and their worldly 
abominations ! ! | 


5 As 1 to the third contideration, when poſ- 
ſeſſed of the apparent awful ceremony of the 
communion, many perſons ground their un- 
worthineſs on this paſſage of St. Paul: 
66 Whoever ſhall eat this bread, and drink 
de this cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be 
4 guilty of the body and blood of the Lord; 
4 for he that eateth and drinketh vnworthily 
4 eateth and drinketh damnation to, himſelf, 
. not h the Lord's N * 


— 


1 


rue 


Cal 


| ey thus avoid this moſt effential- of thei 1 
-Chiriltian duties, becauſe they entertain A vain CEE 
| nn e W ee eie ing 1 


1 2 
14 3 


b e ee ye are ee 
inſtructed in the full meaning of theſe words 
not to repeat to you the explanation; yet, as 


it may perhaps be neceſſary to refreſh 'the 


memory of ſome, and inform the ignorance 
of others, I ſhall briefly enter upon it. When 
the Apoſtle here threatens damnation, the 


a word is not applied to the act of preparation, 


but only to the manner of adminiſtering the 
ſacrament; for the Corinthians, not fully 


underſtanding the nature of this feaſt, made 
no diſtinction between the ſpiritual reception 


of the bread and wine and their own com- 
mon food. To profane the ſacrament there- 


fore in this manner was drinking of the cuß, 


and eating zhe bread, unworthily ; and there- 


fore drinking damnation to himſelf, not diſ- 


cerniug the Lord's body; that is, he was drink - 


ing his own condemnation, or judgement, (for ſo 


: thewordin theoriginal“ * ſhould be i 


+ Ke, judicium damnatio, decretum. 
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be was eating and drinking to exceſs, like the | 
riotous Corinthians at their miſtaken-Chriſ- 
tian feſtival ; he was condemning himſelf to 
ſuffer God's wrath for his intemperate ap- 
petite. The word therefore only implies 


8 temporary judgement and calamity, which, 
by the unworthy receiving of the ſacrament, 


we provoke Gop to ſend upon us; or, as our 


Church in her Exhortation has explained the 


* 


paſſage, we do thereby kindle God's urath againſt 


us, and provoke him to plague us with divers 
diſeaſes, and ſundry kinds of death, with which 
the Corinthians were viſited, from their ex- 
ceſſes in the commemoration of the | facred 
Seſtival of Chriſt, | UN e 


g This "INT is the a; meaniog! ft *% 
word damnation, which map, 85 bs Pre 4 
e Al #597 ee e e L210! 
If Chriſtians W cnc; 3 
from this neceſſary duty of their faith, it 
muſt appear that they are not prepared for its | 
completion ; their inability in this caſe can-. 
LS: DD ne not 


. 


| nod be; added; re Ins HOP 


"iy engagement of ſo much conſequer 
as the fulfilling of this Chriſtian rite. And 


if, on the other hand, their conſeience may 
be deemed ſufficiently pure for the perfor- 


mance of it, they muſt then call to mind the 


commandment of Chriſt, who has ſo awfully 
enjoined the obligation; but ſtill, impreſſed 
with this belief, that our Saviour has quali- 
fied this commandment with the mildneſs 
of mercy, they may then have a full aſſur- 
ance that he will not demand a better pre- 
paration than they are enabled to perform: 


but more eſpecially it is poffible to be ſo pre- 


pared as to be accepted; and there is then 
evidently a great difference between omitting 
a thing which we know to be our duty, 
and to undertake the performance of that 
duty to the beſt of our frail and limited 


power. 


j 


What great and painful taſk is there re- 
quired in this preparation? Why ſhould we 
alarm ourſelves with the weight of a duty, 
which does not exceeed the * of human 

es nature? 
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oſtle ſays, « Leys: man ex- 

* amine e biraſelf, and ſo let . 8 ache 

E y 4 ths pow 
It is 6 Saks 3 us to ina 

of the ſins we have committed to repent of _ 

them, by a ſincere; deſire to lead a new life. 


But what a ſource of unfeigned pleaſure, 


to recapitulate within our hearts the holy 


commandments of Gop! to pray for his 
mercy! to entreat his forgiveneſs! If we 
have kept his divine precepts, how pleaſing | 

the thought, that we are ſo well prepared ta 


acquit ourſelves of our Chriſtian duties! 


” ; 


What pleaſure, to remember the divine 


ſermon of our Saviour on the mount to 


follow his doctrine to be led by the Spirit 


of truth in the ways of all Godlineſs! 


* 4 


The great advantages which we receive by 


this outward confeſſion of ſin, and our fin-| 
gere defire to lead a newneſs of life, i is, that 
we acquire freſh vigour to ſurmount all 


1 0 temptations which might daily aſe 


1 


* 
_ * ED 


TV x , 


By 3 hs Wee mi we . 
73 quire an aſſiſtance to promote our worldly 


as well as our ſpiritual duties; we are enabled 
to vanquiſh thoſe temptations which might 
lead us to treſpaſs againſt our neighbours 


to offend the order of civil ſociety - but, more 
„eſpecially, might lead us to depart from our 


Creator. We engage the Almighty to fulfil 
his covenant, by means whereof our ſins are 
remitted ſince our baptiſmal ſacrament we 

acquire the moſt comfortable repoſe in our own 


hearts, and, being reſtored to innocence, we 
are ſtrong to combat with the troubles of a 
perilous life; and, finally. on our ſummons 
to depart this vale of ſorrow, we may be 


prepared to render up our ſpirit, without diſ- 
may, to our God and Saviour 15 


Let us h humbly implore pardon 


of our Maker for the many tranſgreſſions of 
our lives, and not by our wilful blindneſs 


miſtake our ſorrow for our true repentance; 


but be always bearing in mind, that contrition 
is not the full and complete turning away 
from 
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72 
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ol duty It is an active righteouſneſs. 


Conſciences may have Peace — Let us have 4 
lively faith in Gov's mercy, through Chriſt; 
and ſhew, by our zeal for the Religion we 


rom ſin, but only a negative part of our 


muſt ſind us favour in the ſight of a merciful 
Go, who will then have compaſſion on our 


inſirmities, when we ſtrive, with due dili- 


gence and reſolution, to overcome them. ; 
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t us alſo be juſtified by Faith, that our, : 
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profeſs, an outward and viſible fign of that . 
faith that we have a thankful remembrance 

of the death of Chriſt, and are in charity 
Dae. ⅛ðͤ / ĩðͤ . 


15 Beloved, J beſe 
Pilgrims, 2 * 


5755 for the e of human life; and 
one of the moſt ſolemn declarations againſt 


tranſgreffi on at the human heart can be "3 
ſulceptible of. f . On 
In this brief admonition we may alſo ob⸗ 2M 
ſerve a ſentiment which gives the broadeſt Y 
latitude for our enquiries after evil; and, what 1 


. | 18 
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developes to us a very ſimple method of ob- 
taining the moſt perfect principles of regu- 
lating our lives according to the will of our 


Maker, or, in other words, of ng the 8 


| 3 defign of our creation. 


St. peter calls us "wy and pilgrims in 


the ſame ſenſe as David when he put up his 
prayer of tranſgreſſion. Hear my prayer, 0] 
Lord, and give ear unto my cry; bold not thy 


peace at my tears: for 1 am a ranger with 


thee, and a ſojourner, as all my. fathers 
were. That is, we are pilgrims i in this vale 


of death and ſin. We are here placed i in the 
midſt of numerous temptations ; ſurrounded { 
with all the conflicting paſſions of goodandevil; 
in a life of probation 3 ; in a pilgrimage of 


thorny paths; in a pilgrimage alſo of tranſi- 


tory and unſubſtantial delights. - Pilgrims 1 in 


is very extraordinary, at the ſame time it alſo 


LY 


thorny paths, when we abſtain from thoſe 


things which war againſt the ſoul ; when 
we enter into thoſe thorny conflicts which 
ſubdue our fleſhly luſts. Pilgrims. of plea- 


ſure only when on our journey we are ac- 


companied with our diſorderly paſſions, and 


when | 


into the ſhadow of death* 
deluding companion of our corruption, 


> 
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father of. iuiquity. 458811 


In theſe words of the righteous Apoſtle, 
fleſhly luſts Which war again 
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what an immepſity of 
To what an efſent; 
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The ſecond.— Te Apgſile' s erboriation to 
rom fi:ſply luſts, which war: againſt the 
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Man ſhall be. refuſed the glory 
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meaning 
a end:of out Sabrieigna do 
they apply ? Ars we not aſſured that 
of the luſtfa l 
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ſtrangers we are placed, as it were, 6 in a 


ſtrange land, like our firſt parents, in £ 


of our Father, our nds our ruler, and our 
n guide. | 
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* [Tho ole of Reaſon ſoc poluts düfte, TY 
the heavenly' manfions of an Almighty Pa- 


rent the ſource of our earthly being. And 
as Adam was; ſo are we told by what means 
we can be ſheltered under the canopy of his 
Protecting wings. No ſtrangers then, when | 
our innocent and virtuous thoughts have 


drawn us on towards our God * when he 


„has heard our prayer, and is not_deaf to 
i our calling. We have found him in all 
the Majeſty of his Gle 
been enabled to triumph over the great 


ry; when we have 


tempter, ſin; when our luſts have not pol- 
luted the divine temple of man, and that we 


have cn aun even as Sen is W 


. ”, a4 i * 
* ö £43 


gre; 10 we — "a called; as 
wiltivg for our everlaſting and righteous 
kingdom, our inheritance and ſpiritual hap- 


pineſs hereafter ; and ** denied this por- 


RE, | tion 


L\ 


K 


POR of Almighty glory here; i; And pilgrims - 
alſo, as being ſent here on a painful pil- 
grimage, to mortify and to ſubdue, to per- | 
form the penance, the ſevere trial ee os 


as the Seat condition of ſalvation; 


14 


Ye would wiſh to aſk, ; perhaps, why this " 5 
and to do is reſtrained in you? Enquire this 


of your conſcience. Have you not a ſpirit, 
a ſoul, and a heart? You anſwer right when 


you ſay, what wills the ſoul, the heart 
obeys. But have you taken counſel of the 
Spirit? No;—then how can your righteouſ- 


neſs or unrighteouſneſs be made manifeſt ih 


your fight? But if ye enquite of your un- : 


corrupt hearts, why fin thus renders your 
Pilgrimage ſo painful and fo difficult; I muſt 


then aſk you, in the language of St. James, | 
From whence come wars and fighting among 


you? Come they not hence even of your luſts, 


_ that war in your. members? Where then is 
this your painful ſtate of pilgrimage, this 


your - worldly probation? Does not all its 


miſeries, all its wretchedneſs, derive from 


your diſorderly paſſions, your unregulated 


and lawleſs lives? But how ſay you that 
| K 5 you 
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| you are corrupt, and are always. under the 
dominion of the law? Can you not throw 


away the leaven of iniquity? Have you not 


the ſpirit of truth within you alſo, 10 will and 


10 do? Have you no power to pray for the oy 
ſtrengthening and refreſhing of your ſouls ?. 
If ye aſe and receive not this ſtrength from 


the Spirit of God, which is within you, your 
corrupt and fleſhly hearts ſend up their peti- 


tions, and ye aſe amiſi, that ye may * 


it n your . 


T how intellectual Spirit of all purity?! 71 


muſt our ſouls then be wedded to our. carnal 


members, that thy direQing influence muſt 
be always under the bondage of fin ? God 
\ forbid! Behold the brute of the field; he 


is under the dominion of one fixed, one un- 


changeable power: he tranſgreſſes not, ye 


ſay, becauſe his will is not his guidance. 
True; but ye tranſgreſs, becauſe, being ſet 
up over the beaſts of the field, your will is 
your power, and you are guided by that 
counſel. Ye will to do, and ye will cor- 


mur. becauſe ye do not take counſe] of 


5 


But 


But the thorn of your pilgrimage is pain- 
ful, becauſe temptations ſurround you on all 
ſides. I ſpeak to the righteous Chriſtian 
under the dominion of fin, taking counſel | 
of the Spirit. Let him then glory in his 
pilgrimage, the Spirit will not forſake him, 
for his election will be made ſure. Does not 
St. James command us to count it all joy 
when We Fall into temptation ? for, ſays he, 
BLESSED is the man that endureth  Fempration ; ; 
for, when be is tried, he ſpall receive the crown 


of life which the Lord ar fo them NOUN 
love him. | 


To you, my brethren, if any of you can 
be ſo degraded to the level of the brute as to 
deny your ability of ſerving the Spirit of all 
Truth that is within you, let me only place 

you in the ſituation of any worldly trial. 

What rewards of happineſs in this life do 

you expect, that are not to be procured by 

your labour, diligence, and virtue? Propor- 


tioned therefore to your ages, temper, and 


ſtations, you reap the fruits of your diligence 
and ſobriety. The law protects you, and 


„ ä 
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mities which theſe our ſinful paſſions entail 


a 
> 
Wi K 


; = 0 3. 
your breth ren Hager you. Draw the paral- 
tel to your ſpiritual labours. Have you not 
rewards then from the law of God and his 
divine ſuccour, to invigorate your ſpiritual 
exertions? This I ſee you feel, and are ſen- 
ſible of; ſhall I not then 4. for a wiſe man, 
and endued with ' knowledge among you ? Let 


him ſhew out of à good converſation his works 


with I and wiſdom. 


Ve "TOWN 8 told, es the works a the | 
b are manifeſt, which are theſe ; adultery, 
fornication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs. It does not 
want much {kill to point out the awful cala- 
on our lives. Though in the commiſſion of 
theſe fins we are expreſſly informed, that we 
ſhall not enter the kingdom of God, it be- 
comes us to enter into the effects which they 
produce on ſociety, and which will aſſuredly 
render our condemnation more e, oy 


Many diſorderly and ;gnorant 3 AL 


doubtleſs there are, who, for want of infor- 


mation, may be induced to lead guilty and 


corrupt lives; but, leſt ſuch there may be 


among 


” 


8 Tw } 
among you, it becomes me ſeriouſly to point 
out their great iniquity, and the great dan: 
ger they run of everlaſting torment and con- 


demnation after death, as well as the great 


diſorder which their ane lies Rara 
= Nun in civil dee 


Ta ches ho. are fluſhed. 3 het vigour 
* health and youth, this exhortation ſeems. 


to apply with more than common force, ab- 


ain from fleſhly luſts, which war againſt the ſoul., 


Are you _ not. ſenſible, that your wicked pol- 
lutions, at thoſe moments of ſuſpended paſ- 


ſion, when the ſoul has its interval of re- 
flection, bring ſorrow. and diſmay ? Are you 


not abaſhed with the horror of your tranſ- 
7 greſſion, when you are ſenſible that you are liv- 


ing for the promotion of evil inſtead of good 


order only? I ſpeak as to the fatal effects 
in ſociety which your diſorderly lives pro- 
duce. Let me preſent the conſequence of 
this deadly ſin before your eyes, and recall 
that heavenly ſpark of intellectual ſpirit to 
your minds - your reaſonable faculties. 


K 3 Igmpelled 


— 
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ji Impelled by the fierce aſſails of vice, how. 


[ often are you not ſenſible of perverting the 
| wholeſome order of the ſtate ! overturning 
the peace of families! and, for the fake of 

this lawleſs gratification, render the hapleſs 
object of your purſuit greatly miſerable all 
the reſt of her days! If, fenfible of the 
enormity of his child, a once proſperous 
father may be brought to end the remainder 
of his days in mourning and in ſorrow; a 
mother to weep the loſs of her davghter's 


innocence, and lament that the tender ob- 
Ject of her regard has been, from the ſedy- 
cer's importunity, interded thoſe honours 
which are only Allied to virtue, the ho- 
nourable companion of man, —the wife,— | 
the chaſte i inmate of his heart, —the ſoother 


of his cares, — the tender ſharer of his 
worldly inquietude. But where, ſhall I aſk, 


does this violation of civil order end? May 
it not be productive of an endleſs chain of 
enormous evils? The families of thoſe de- 

luded objects of your luſt may, from the 


great and terrible curſe which you have 


brought on their Heads, give all their former 


c- 


- 


- — - np 1 
ceconomy; their reſpectable ſtations, to the 
ſtorm of miſery. Evil ye have brought upon 

them; and that evil may branch out into an 
FE hoſt of other evils, each of which diſtinctly 
in its nature may be found ' ſubverſive of 


good order, and in each alſo ſeparately in its 
nature etititled to the nr of . . 


5 1 br N05 155 Gelb of this terrible eli 
of fornication as relating to the ſedurer of 

the weaker ſex, becauſe the crime is held but 
too often in a trivial and inconſequent eſti- 
mation by the riſing youth of the age. 
Heedleſs of the conſequences of guilt, young 
men are not perhaps ſenſible of the general 
terms with which I have painted their cri- 
minal intercourſes with the ſofter ſex. I Will 
therefore be more cfcumſtantial. When a 
young woman is brought into diſhonour, ſhe 
is no longer conſidered as the peculiar regard 
of her friends; and as the cauſe of religion, 
morality, and the intereſt of ſociety, have 
been violated by her conduct, opprobrium is 
indelibly ſtamped on her character. If it 
were poſſible that a woman's mind could be 
ſo b ada as to be inſenſible of that firſt- 
K 4 e 
| 


I - 


rate of all PR a RES name, -inſen«. 


955 Able of the contempt of friends, the diſ- 


- Carded ſtation ſhe 1s placed in, and entertain 
no ſolicitude for her abandoned life; ſhe 
may at laſt perhaps be made ſenſible of her 
folly, when her ſeducer has caſt her off * 
that, having no other ties but thoſe of a cri- 
minal nature to attach her betrayer, ſhe, 
alas! finds her ſtate , en ne 
indeed. 


: dla even ſhould a reparation. be made by 
marriage, the diſhonour, the diſgrace is not 
removed; and the huſband who in the tender 

and cheriſhing moments of domeſtic duty, | 

when the heart is fixed on its rational charms, 

contemplating his infant offspring with pa- 
rental anxiety; when all the degrading ſen- 
ſuality of his boſom is ſubſided, and the moſt 
pure unſullied ſentiment of domeſtic virtue 
has taken its place; then indeed will he be 
made ſenſible of the ineffable attraction of 5 
female chaſtity; but, alas! the object before 

his eyes conveys guilt to the boſom, a ſevere 
reproach to his heart; and now what will 


bo the ſentiment which ruſhes into his 


mind ? 


N - p 4 . 
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mind? I will not name the obloquy with 
which in ſilence he reproaches the helpleſsse 


companion of his treſpaſs. I am bold 
to ſay, that jealouſy and bitter reptoach 
will break in on this moment of pure rap- 
ture, and the moſt horrid diſorder W 


5 the devoted e to enn mite . 


I hive ove and lat the effects as for? 
Caal paſſion in a reconciliatory light; in a 
light which may in ſome degree extenuate 

the cauſe of tranſgreſſion. But now let us 
put the cauſe of religion out of the queſtion, 
and view it in a light which relates to civil 
order; to the public: decorum of the ae 


- rad n wth he loſs of dk 


ati and friends, and abandoned by the 
libertines who ſeduced them, are perhaps 


compelled by the extraordinary influence of 
this vice to purſue their guilty courſes; for 
it ſeldom happens that they have either reſo- 


lution or ſufficient grace left to dedicate the 


reſt of their lives to honeſt labour, or ta 
make any ſimilar atonement for their miſ- 


reds. 1 are therefore abandoned to 


[18] 


8 every ſpecies of licentiouſneſs. Corruption 
ſpreads wider and wider. Unwary youths, 
who might otherwiſe have eſcaped the full 
completion of wretchedneſs, ſeduced by their 
_ profligacy, yield up their former induſtrious 
courſes to the proſtitute; tempted to extra- 
vagance, to idleneſs, and finally to the ulti- 
mate conſequence of a diſorderly life, ſacri- 
ice their public or private truſt to this cri- 
minal paſſion. The highways are frequented | 
by public banditti, families inſecure from the 
midnight houſe-breakers; in ſhort; the ſtate 
crouded with delinquents, and our priſons 
teeming with the victims of offended juſtice. _ 
Nor does the evil here in its effects ſubſide $ 
a thouſand and ten thouſand diſcordances 
enſue throughout the ſupremely bleſt order 
of civil ſociety; and ſuch is the interpoſition 
of an all- wiſe providential interference, that 
even in this world the fatal effects of youth- 
ful tranſgreſſion ſeem to have operated the 
moſt ſignalized puniſhment ; and ſhould we 
make an appeal to the ingenuous heart of 
man, I doubt not. but there may be many 
found among us, who will readily avow, 
that their 3 * have produced 


* 


1 9 J 
ach effects throughout the inflection or de- 
pendencies which I have here attempted to 
deſcribe, as to challenge the vengeance of 
God; and ultimately here — here, even in 
this life to draw down the moſt ſignal * | 
1 on 1 own baude. 


je ſhall not dilate on te . ee 
are ſo intimately allied to this vice of mcon- 
tinency; ſuch as the loſs of health and 
ſtrength, opprobrious and ſhameful diſeaſes 
entailed on- poſterity; to the loſs of wealth, 
reputation, and ſuch like : this will exceed 
the limits of my diſcourſe ; briefly therefore 
let me exhort my young hearers in the lan- 
guage of the experienced and wiſe king · 
Remove thy way from the ſtrange woman, and 
come not nigh the door of her houſe, lefll thou 
give thine honour unto others, and thy years 
unto the cruel; left rangers be filled with thy 
wealth, and thou mourn at the loft, when thy 
fleſh and thy body are conſumed, and ſay, 
How have I hated inſtruction, and my heart 
defpiſed reproof ! and I have not obeyed the voice 
of my teachers; for the ways of man are be- 
Wen the eyes of the Lord, end he nn on 
all 
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all his goings. His own iniquities ſhall take 


the wicked, and be foall be bolden with the 
cords of his 190 N 


. EN, 1 


: ſer this moral conſideration of our irre- 


gular paſſions, Religion ſteps forward to aſſert 
her unqueſtionable privilege over the actions 
of man; denouncing vengeance againſt his 


diſorderly appetites, and offering her ſafe and 
ſtrong: directing hand to conduct him into 
the road of true worldly and future happi- 
nefs. She interdicts him not from the pri- 


vileged ſolace of human life ;. from the 
amiable and endearing affections; from 


that celeſtial and tranſporting bliſs of ma- 


trimonial conſtancy, the hidden man of the 
heart, which is not corruptible ; but from 
the carnal, ſenſual, and irregular paſſion of 


Juſt, which wars againſt the ſoul. From a paſ- 


fion ſo extremely ſervile in itſelf, that, cleav- 
ing unto ſin, and ſin only, the human mind 
is Warped from all kind of reverence to God's ö 
commandments, and all expectation of his 
future favours; in ſhort, as a great Divine 


has already ſaid, from the very 2 re * bi- 


ritual * 


| Many 


p 
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Mate ah I gtant, chere may he, oh * 
notwithſtanding the irregulanties which 1 
have here diſcuſſed, have amiable and re- 
| ſpeQable virtues ; but who are doubtleſs. well 
convinced that theſe virtues are rendered 
uſeleſs, and converted from their original 
nature into great and very reprehenfible 
blemiſhes ; and, if not ſo far abandoned to 
iniquity as to have forſaken the precepts of 
their Maker, muſt be well convinced, that, 
unleſs they conſecrate the temple of their 
body to deeds of all purity, they cannot 
inherit thoſe rewards that are promiſed to 
man's obedience : <4 For, for this cauſe» was 
4 the Goſpel preached alſo to them that are 
dead, that they might be judged according 
to men in the fleſh, but live according to 
«6 God in the ſpirit.” e toc 


Tos ſenile; indeed, muſt all my Nane 
be, that all the dreadful diſorders of life, 
perſonal as well as general miſery, ariſes 
from this conflicting war of fleſhly luſts 
againſt the more pure and refined ſpirit of 
our exiſtence. How often are we not made 

| | too 


1 142 74 . 
too terribly Sabbie that theſe our - deceitful | 
luſts, this inſtigating Devil of all malice, ſo 
fatally allied to our corrupt and guilty na- 
ture, is the only real — of * 
peace | 


| Behold the 8 of the rival of 1 RY 
verned paſſion, immerſed in the blood of his 
fellow-creature! See the unhappy proſtituted 
female exterminating her helpleſs progeny ! - 
There require- no more examples to atteſt 
the ſolemn truth. Miſery and horror, 
like diverging rays of the optic from this 
burning focus of all evil, ſpread: moſt aw- 
fully abroad through all the wholeſome 
branches of ſocial compact; drying up all 
the gentle and delicate organs of the human 
ſoul, and converting thoſe principles of life 
given by our all-wiſe and common Parent of 
Nature for the moſt ſalutary purpoſes of 
* 8 creation, to the moſt diſtorted, moſt diſguſt- 
| ing, principles of een 


Luſt bat of the Devil, and drove our 

| firſt innocent parents from the paradiſe which 
heavenly beatitude placed them in. Love 
cometh 


# 


E 


comith of the eſſence of God, and? is allied 
to all purity. Love, the ſocial compact of 
| reaſonable man with the delicate confort of 
his choice, reſpecting thoſe things that are 
innocent to the ſoul, 7oy, peace, long-ſuffers 


ing, gentleneſi, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temper- 
ance. Love, by the will of God, operating in 


our hearts, the works of the ſpirit, and not 
1 the works of our ghoſtly enemy; conducive 


to all wordly happineſs, and e of 
all glory hereafter. e . 


My e ye ie that the F eſh Iufleth 


* the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the | 
Fleſh, and they are contrary the one to the 


other ; ſo that ye cannot do the 2 that 352 


. would, 


Ge 


"T0 kw” alſo; that they that are in the 


 feſh cannot Pleaſe God. 


Humble yourſelves We under the mighty 
hand of God, that he may exalt you- in due 
time; and ceaſe not to offer up your prayers - 
for his grace, to enable you to war againſt the 
fleſh, and for the * and tefreſh- 
ing of your fouls. 
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Be ye then ſober and | vigilant, becauſe voter 
8 the Devil, as à roaring. len, walten 5 
about, ſeeking won be Ms devour. 


And 8 3 remember the denuncia- | 
tion of that learned and inſpired Apoſtle St. 
Paul, that no whoremonger nor unclean perſon 
hath any inberitance in the kingdom of God. © 
Let no man deceive you with vain words ; for 
becauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of” 
God upon the children of d. obedience. Be not 
ye "therefore partakers with them; walk as 
ebildren - of light, and have no fellowſhip with 
| the unfruiiful works of darkneſs. 
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And they come unto thee as the people cometh, 
and they fit before thee as my people, and 
2 Bear 1 words, but they will not do 
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HE REVER Ezekiel preached or 
propheſied, a great multitude afſem- 
| bled to hear his eloquence; or, to uſe a ſerip- 
ture phraſe, the houſe of God was ſo crowded, 
that it had the appearance of a nation going 
orth to. fight, or the gathering together of 


* 


2 people for a mighty purpoſe. ez. 
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: The complaint in the text is uttered againſt 
the followers of the prophet, who were 
delighted with the gracefulneſs of his diſ- 


„ Le _ courſe, | 


t 4 
courſe, but 8 vices were not reſtrained 
oy, the wo His: exhortation. 5 4 


While attentive to his declamation, they 


= 


| ſeemed outwardly affected with piety; they 


left his preſence with reluctance, and they 8 


| returned to the meſſenger. of God ; but their 
hearts were not ſoftened to virtue, and the 


abominations of the world did not forſake. 
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5 "The 88 of the 0 Exakiel 
for a public ſpeaker were in the | higheſt 


degree pre eminent; for in the denunciation. i 


of the Lord againſt the Iſraelites, theſe 
words ate remarkable : * And lo! thou art 
4 unte them as a very lovely ſong of one 
« that bath a peaſant voice; for they! hear 
6 e n Foy not.” | 


This 3 beer proves the little 
importance of che ornamental parts of the 
preacher in his delivery, unleſs the minds 
_ of his hearers/ be fraught with previous prin- 
f _— * * and W 85 


When 


2 


. # 
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Hibs] a ciation” is n with the 
agrecable organs of ſpeech, or only delighted : 
. with outward form and decoration, crowds 
may be gathered together in tlie facred tem- 
ple of God, to hear the divine word pro 
claimed with elegance; but they will uti | 

mately retire with unſubdued hearts, and 
their impenitence will. be manifeſted in their 
works, The hearer who is only attentive to 
the manner muſt be always in danger of 
| toſing the matter, and he muſt conſequently 
_ facrifice the ſalutary ſubſtance of the diſcourſe 
for the agreeable N of the words. Ss 


nn W it is true, may be 
a very defirable acquiſition to the miniſter, 
as alſo very gratulating to the people; and 
ſuch decent accompliſhment may be dili- 
gently ſought after for the cauſe of pious 
5 edification, and the promulgation of moral 
precept; but the danger may be great, and _ 
the miniſtry much impaired, when theſe . 
advantages are made the prevailing charm 
for the auditor. | 
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The mind of man is known to be agi- 
tated by the {kill of intonation, and his feel 
ings. affected when bis Judgement has not 
been ſtrengthened; it is therefore often- 
times a perſuaſion for men to diſregard. other 
more important methods of inſtruction, and to 
think themſelves ſufficiently edified by the © 
| faſcination of the words, when they have 
=  _ miſtaken the emotion of their fancies for the 
21 operation of conviction ; the ' miniſter him- 
ſelf may be thus led into error, and by being 
= ' tempted to proceed by methods ſo flattering 
al⸗lãand ſo acceptable to his hearers, he may, un- 
1Ieſs happily provided with diffidence, ho- 
= ngnneſty, and prudence, receive the public ap- 
4 plauſe at the expence of a 117 8 propaga- 

tion of the Scriptures. Roni id es 
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2X8 The turn of a P or the laborious . 
choice of words, are only calculated to pleaſe 
the critical ear, which will not compoſe the 
majority of the people; and unleſs theſe de- 
firable acquirements do not conſtitute the 

| ſtrong appeal to conviction, the underſtand- | 
ing 1s only perplexed with a vain and ſpecious 
_—_ | 


=] 


\ 


[ 1 bl 


ge of chetoric, and retires ih a | ſhadow 5 
inſtead of a ſubſtantial comfort. Should not 


a 


the miniſtry therefore full rather rejoice on 


8 ſingle. convert to the perfection of faith, 


than in 1 pleaſing. the ſenſes. | of 
thouſands? 885 


1 1 pon alk call . Chriſtians 
congregate . with a light and trifling ſpirit, 
and are prepared with an anticipation of ex- 
ternal reverence only, can we preſume to 
ſuppoſe they will return from the houſe of 
God either the wiſer or better? And be the 
miniſter armed with the moſt powerful eſſen- 
tials to pleaſe, or the moſt ſerious matter to 
convince or perſuade, if his hearers be — 
ſembled through curioſity only, with! intent 
to hear a diſcourſe delivered with critical 
excellence, with the power of pleaſing 
diſcuſſion, or, in other words, only to 
attend to his ſtyle and graceful delivery, 
ſhould we be any longer ſurprized, if we 
. perceive the manners of the people are not 
much meliorated, and edification leſs gene- 
ral, than our wiſhes have led us to hope. 


„ > 


" There may 1 15 1e other cavſes 
for the negle& of religious | improvement, and 
the inattention which i is oftentimes obſeryed 
| in the Church. Unfavourable prepoſſeſſio on E 
the miniſter's character and abilities will, in 


the minds of ſcrupulous hearers, ſerve as an 


excuſe for inattention. This extreme is evi- 
dently much more to be dreaded than the 
former. It operates as a diſcouragement | to 


the miniſter, and detracts from his energy; 


for the aſpiration of reward is natural to 
every. labourer in the vineyard, Whatever 
may be the effects produced by this] kind of 


perſonal prejudice on the mind of him to 


whom the paſtoral truſt has been conſigned, 
it will evidently extend its baneful influence 
over the pariſhioners. Prediſpoſed to hear 
the word of God from the mouth of the 
miniſter who has excited! in their breaſts the 


unhappy ſenſations of neglect or contempt, 


the moſt ſerious, the moſt convincing truth 


is ſcattered over a barren and ineffeQual 
foil, | 


What» 


w 


— 
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net pains could produce, or = Fine 


len ſtudy reſolve, in vain may the miniſter 


argue or inforce the ſolemnity of his facred 


office, His labours have been . prejuc 
and his diſcourſe, by a previous fatality, 


thus. conſigned _ to contumelious diſregard: 


But bere let him. rejoice in, the words of 


God to the Prophet: : Vet if thou warn 8 


6 the wicked, and he turn not from -his 
CO wickedneſs, nor from his wicked way, he 


40 ſhall die in. his e 2 n Ld 


6c pups thy ſoul.” 


8-8 * 
4 I'D 
& 


The 1 which theſe romarks noe 


poſe, muſt naturally point out to the hearer 
the abſolute neceſſity of entering the houſe 


of Bes with a mind uninffuenced againſt 
that paſtor who is to make a full proof of 


his miniſtry; with a mind devoid of all 
cenſure, devoid of all ſelf-intereſtedneſs; 
awed by the fear of the Lord in all contri- 


tion; ſubdued by. a religious zeal, and im- 
pert, with the inward. rer of the heart. 


'L 4 5 4 Thus 


IS, 


35 1 hus eld with Chnttan grace, the 
Word of God, undecorated with the vain 

| trappings of worldly art, br imply aſſerted in 
its unaſſiſted purity alone, unaided by the 
tumid organization of pride, will ſink deep 
into the hearer's ſoul, and impreſs him TRE h 
Ws: cy pong ovale of Far e duty. 
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But, if, WWhellious to the wut of meek- | 


77 neſs and moderation, he will only attend to 
the truth in proportion as the vehicle is de- 
lightful or amuſing, or to the perſon who 


ſpeaks, more than to the ſolemn words that 


are. uttered, unbenefited and uninformed he 


will depart. Impreſſed with the ſpirit of 
conttadiction, ſuch a mind muſt declare War 


| againſt eternal truth and reaſon, and proſe- 
cute a vain ſhadow for the preparing meſ- 


fenger who holds a lanthorn 1 in bis . 4 


* 


i 15 If the ee of 1 * aſt 
their affections; if light people are only 


induced by popular rumour againſt the 
preacher, or only pleaſed Land with 
the fame of his POT. and ability; - As it 
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is morally. impoſſible” te N che cis 
over the mind, ſo as to Tet the world ri right 


when it be manifeſtly wrong, we muſt con- 
tent ourſelves with the modeſt reproof of 
It." James: : My breithien, 1 ed 


5 cc ought not G1 to bow * 


+,£ 


* 0 BIKE. "of en f 


Tes is Hhbthier clas of unpr6ficbls 
hearers, who, not having leiſure to ſtudy the 


Scriptures, with the fame advantages of the 


regular Divine, ſuperficially adopt ſome 
fanciful doctrine, and reject. the common 


authorities. Theſe kind of ſpeculations 


among the laity are of a dangerous tendency, 
becauſe they often are productive of obſti · 


nacy and the ſpirit of contention. What- 


ever may be oppoſed to their ſchiſm is fre- 


quently rejected without a candid and fair 
_ enquiry; and unleſs they find their pecus 


Harities flattered, the moſt: candid expoſition 
is rejected with a fanatical ſcorn. © Tt ſhould 
ſeem, that a very common ſentiment might 
make a very forcible appeal to theſe hearers; 
how much more ſelf-love is predominant in 
their hearts than the cauſe of that truth 


which ad contend. for; and with what 


tet. 


1 they. covet the nll of their folly. | 
and caprice, more than the wholeſome cor 
rection of their miſguided underſtandings. 


Light itſelf i is always painful to weak eyes; 


it therefore becomes the miniſtry openly to 
perſevere i in their regular ſtudies, and apply 
their powers with more force and ſplendour, 
© that a more perfect viſion may be conferred 
upon theſe benighted wanderers. The Eſta- 


bliſhed Church will in conſequence recom- 


mend itſelf in a higher degree by diſputing 


theſe. points with its ſuperior auxiliary, of 


ſound learning and modeſt energy. Its ene- 


mies will no longer have occaſion to take 
advantage of its generoſity, and conſtrue its 


forbearance into weakneſs; and if the ad- 
verſaries of the Church ſhould challenge it to 


controverſy, it becomes every miniſter to 
ſtand forth, and aſſert the. whole ſomeneſs of 
its rules and regulations againſt all modern 


innovation and fantaſtic ſeparation. If they 
ſhould talk to us of unconditional grace or 
unconditional predeſtination, let us anſwer 
them with the ſpirit of reconciliation, and 
the whole truth of God's word, inſiſting on 
their Weg i r in 8 works, 
1 ſtrict 


4 
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a ict obedience Pc 3 5 as a as. reli- 
gious duties, on ID. all that belong! to pre- 


„% 4 5.5 


5 depends. : Var. if 9 5 inquiſitive ſpirit of 5 
ſubtlety ſhould preſume to enquire into that 
myſtery which is only reſerved for the con- 
templation of God himſelf, let us command : 
the ſame ſpirit to comprehend with all faints 5 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height, and to know the love of Chriſt, 
| which paſleth knowledge. =o Wy 


ky "the 1 of P 4 woild, the 
God we worſhip is the ſame eternal God, 
whoſe divine majeſty muſt be to the end of 
time veiled from mortal eye. Far, very far 
beyond our feeble perception are concealed 
his providential tipeniations for man's happi- 
neſs ; but of this we are aſſured, through 
the ineſtimable treaſures of revelation, that 
by our good works, which the Gentiles may 
behold, we may glorify God in the day of 
viſitation ; through which we may make our 
; faith conſpicuous, and humbly repoſe on our 
conditional grace for the completion of our 
eternal happineſs, But if they ſhould reply, 


and 


L 156 1 
a infiſt on their election to a perfect jaſti- 
— Hication and grace, let their afſertions be 


made manifeſt by their perfect ſubmiſſion | to 
every ordinance for the Lord's ſake, © "Their 


Chriſtian purity will henceforward be more 


evident and leſs doubtful, when we behold 4 
them aſſembled in our eſtabliſhed' places of 
worſhip, where the pure Goſpel is delivered, 
and by which their ſtedfaſt adheſion will 
more conſpicuouſly give proof of their god- 
lineſs, than by their diſmemberment, obſti- 
nate oppoſition, and negle& of rules, which 
ultimately muſt bring all ig into 25 yo 


horrid confuſion, 2 1 


There are alſo many uncdified hearers, wh 
enter the Church without any preparation of 
the heart; men who only attend to outward 
forms, with ſecular ſpirits and with ſecular 
views. They ſeem attentive, it is true, to 

the ordinances which are delivered; but their 
| conviction is far from them. It is doubtful, | 


whether in their worldly purſuits they have 


even ſet apart ſhort ſeaſons for meditation, 
or ſuffer their reaſon to enter the holy ſanc- 
tuary of religious conte mplation. Abſorbed 
: 8 5 9 Ty - 5 . 


. 7 


in IMfleaſures, in ally of fs TR congregate | 
through cuſtom or curioſity, and give their 
ſanction to the ſervice of God only to obtain 

the confidence of their fellow - creatures. But 
let them beware of the leaven of hypo- 
« criſy,” and remember the ſublime prophecy. 

of the righteous Job: The hypocrite? 83 
hope ſhall periſh; whoſe hope ſhall be 
« cut off, and whoſe truſt ſhall be a ſpider” 8 
« web, He ſhall lean upon his houſe, but it 
4 ſhall not ſtand; he ſhall hold i it faſt, but i it 
6 ſhall not endure.” 55 


There is alfo another Ae of bear- 
ers, who aſſemble without a plan. If they 
glean by the way-fide any ſcraps of religion, 
for the want of previous culture the grain is 
unproductive. The ſower cannot ſcatter with 
fuch an even hand, but ſome ſeeds: may 
chance to ſpring up ; but ſhould ſuch an ex- 
traordinary operation of divine will fructify 
on the unprepared ſoil, the fruit muſt be 
deemed a caſual, an unexpected increaſe; and 
eſpecially ſo, as there is no promiſe of this 
in the Holy Scriptures made to any one. We 
are therefore only to look for improvement 

5 5 
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and the day f our miniſtry tabs Ke 
of claſs of hearers whoſe minds are prepared for 
the reception of good grain on the good 
ground, on * an honeſt and good heart, hav=, 
e ing heard the word, keep it, and . 
60 forth fruit with Patience.“ : 0 . 

1. is true, 8 are many e who. 
with pious intentions do liſten to, and re- 5 
ceive the word of God. Their devotion. at, 
the time preſent ſubdues all evil i importunity, 
and their hearts are ſoftened to contrition and 
holy zeal; but When rouſed to the action of 
life, to the practice of the Chriſtian religion, 4 
in their worldly intercourſes, the guſt of 
remptation diſperſes their reſolves, and Cris 
minal pleaſures affail them afreſh. The re- 
lapſe i is more dangerous than if their vows 
had not been made, their proſtrate ſupplica- 
tions offered up. Their promiſe has been 
broken, and it will require a richer ſacrifice 
for the ſucceeding atonement, 

II, 2 by the ſeverity of virtue, reli- 
gious reſtraint. ſhould appear awful to the 


human mind, let the ſiuner ſurvey the 


5 e deceitful - 


. | 


15 
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G tel e enemy to his weeks let SOS pour | 


tray that vice, with which he is faſcinated, 


in i its juſt and true array. If by its defor- 


mity he beholds the diſguſt attendant on it, 


and he is convinced by his reaſonable faculty 


that religious reſtraint is abſolutely applied to 


his happineſs in this life, as well as in that, 


to come, he muſt 1 impute to his conduct the 


frenzy of the maniac, and the bonds of the 


covenant which he has broken with his Sar 
viour muſt confign him to an inevitable and 
wilful perdition of body and ſoul. In vain 


may he exclaim with Naaman, * The Lord 


M pardon him in that thing 5 for in propor- 
tion to bis bardened impiety, ſo will be wy 


portion of remorſe and been paniſhanipt. EY. 


el 2 ho been Lava aff ond 0 
the inefficacy of the miniſtry : it remains 
only for the teacher, whether conſidered as 
the eſtabliſhed miniſter, the maſter of a fa- 


| maly, Or good Chriſtian! in any other light, to 


perſuade the people to hear the word ef God 
without prejudice either againſt men, or their 


peculiar expofitions of the Goſpel,. the book 
of which | is open and in common to us all; 


© 
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To . 


to 1 0 et with irnpartiality; 7 
38 "to judge of the truth delivered by its con- 

i formity to the Holy Scriptures ; ; and adviſe 
the people to diſcard from their minds the 
abſurdity of judging from their affections, 5 
and the outward happineſs of the word; and. 
not ſay, as Ahab did of Micaiah, 1 know,“ 
ſays he, * there is one Micaiah, the fon of 
« Inilah, 'by whom we may enquire of the 
« Lord; but I. hate him, for he doth. not N 
25 a good e me, but evil. "a 


115 it is the miniſter's Pat to 17 witk 
Micaiah, 6 As the Lord liveth, What the 


Lord faith unto me, that I will ſpeak ;“ ; ſo 


it is the hearer's part to reply i in the language 
| of the children of Iſrael to Moſes, when he 
delivered to them the words and judgement 
of God: All the words which the Lord 
2 2 fe will we e do, aud be obedient.” a 


e thr from God of old; 
if Moſes, Ezekiel, the Prophets, or Chriſt 
himſelf, and his diſciples, had reaſon to com- 
plain of the hardneſs of men's hearts, and 
the little fruit they reaped from all their care, 5 


labour, | 


| ſpiced admonition, great diſeouragement muſt 


it be then, in theſe times of laxity, and ge- 


neral tolerance, , for the progehey of Chriſ- 
tianity. t e Do 
= T dan we cannot promiſe ourſelves the 
ſucceſs of moulding human nature to a came 
"pies converſion to perfect virtue and piety, 


we may. ſtill have ſufficient encouragement 


for hope, that We may reclaim ſome, and 
confer a ſalutary ſervice on others. Having 


the inſtrument of conviction put in our hands, 


it is our indiſpenſable duty to apply every 
good talent as a probe for the evils which 
human nature is ſurrounded with. Our e vi- 
gilance, and the abilities which have been i im- 


parted to us by the great Giver of all good 


gifts, muſt be exerted not only for the unin- 
formed, but fot the remedy againſt every 


ſymptom of ſcriptural or goſpel miſconſtruc= 
tion: and more eſpecially in theſe days of 
e when the Eſtabliſhed Church is 


on all ſides beſet with the ſpirit of falſe per- 


M | : ſuaſion, 


labour and n in ; he 1 ee * 1 bas F. 3 
our glorious doctrine; if mankind was deaf 1 
to their miniſtry, and inſenſible of ſuch i in 
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ſuaſion, fantaſtic principles of rd b. 2 
loſophy, and new viſionary do@rines in. 
puted to the fimple precepts of Chriſtianity ;—" 
I fay, it becomes the paſtors of the Church 
to come forward for its ſupport. The iſſue 
muſt be finally truſted to Almighty God. 
Our ftedfaft endeavours will meet with the 
reward of a good confcience, and the hopes 
of a heavenly inheritance will be more af- _ 
Frmed in proportion as our calling is moſt 
eefficacious; and though the folly or obſti- 
= nacy of ungodly people, or the wilfully ig- 
norant, in the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, may 
occaſionally defeat our honeſt intentions, let 
us call to mind theſe words of an ancient Fa- 
ther e, with which I ſhall conclude this dif- 
eourſe:· That they who will not glorify 
God's mercy in the amendment of their 
« lives here, may glorify his juſtice in their 
* puniſhment hereafter.” 


* $t, Auguſtine, 


* 


TTHEw, Ch. xx. ver. 18. and 19. 
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| i | an ade go up to Feruſalem, and the Son 0 
Man ſhall be betrayed unto the chief priefis, 
© and unto the ſeribes, and they ſhall condemn. 


7 


5 „% 
Aud ſhall deliver bim to the Gentiles, to mock, 


„ and to ſcourge, and to crucify him: and 
_ the third day he ſhall riſe again. 


NYE read in the Goſpel different pre- 
= = ' ditions of Jeſus Chriſt, relative to his 


own perſon, to that of his Apoſtles, to the pro- 
greſs of his doctrine, or to the deſtiny of the 
| . M 2 Do L | Jews. 


* 


Lt 


diſcourſe to prove, that theſe, predictions are 


TR, 


Jews. I It is N the purport of this 4 


an inconteſtable proof of the divine miſſion = 
of Ehriſt. „% „ 

5 But it may be reaſonably aſked, what bi 
required to eſtabliſh-the as of a * 8 


. * 05 oy. RN 
In reply. I ſhall obſerve there are three 1 5 a 
things, and which are all concentered or united 


in the predictions which have been. recorded 
by the ert af the New Teſtament. b 


\ 
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The Guſt allege i is, That, ta hk the l 
filling of the prophecy beyond on Pal 
I muſt 2 be a witneſs 0 N. ge 
| Secondly, That I ſhouts be Fs of "RY 
event ; and, 
Thirdly, That I ſlioukd be cobriect” this 
this event could not by any chance or cein- . 
cidence of gs ww; with * e 5 
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the prophecy and the event, or that one or 
other has been atteſted by credible witneſſes, 
the atteſtation is of equal force in the mind 
of * reaſonable e „ 
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in Wea are ade of | the p of Jeſus 
Chriſt, becauſe they have been conſigned to 
us in a book written prior to the events pre- 
dicted; we are aſſured of their accompliſh- \ 
ment, fince hiſtory has confirmed to us the 
facts ſet forth, and ſeveral of which are at 
this time exiſting ; in ſhort, we are perſuaded, 
that it is not by the effects of chance that 


the events are found to be correſponding 


with the predictions; and, to be convinced of 


this, it will ſuffice to conſider, on one ſide, 


the juſtice and the preciſion of the prophe - 


cies, and, on the other, the nature and the 
{mall reſemblance of the events themſelves. 


EY 1 e « + 
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L The a rſt | 3 to by * is, that 


Jeſus Chriſt himſelf did predict the principal 
circumſtances of his paſſion, his death, and 


his reſurrection. From the very commence- 
5 8 3 8 : [ | ment 


0 


" 1 ary 


1 + 166 1 
ment of his -ublic miniſtry, 10 andy; 8 


told, and ſometimes under the form of para- 
bles, that he was to be delivered to the Gen- 
tiles, railed at, to be ſcourged with rods, i 


crucified, and the third day after his death. 


he was to riſe from his tomb; wherefore he 
ſays to the Diſciples thoſe words which have 
been here —— at the head of this dif- 


| courſe. 


. . is r repeated, © 
the four Evangeliſts. Not only is it ad- 
| dreſſed to the Apoſtles, but to the people af- 


ſembled in multitudes to hear our Saviour 


preach ;—to the prieſts, to the ſeribes, to 


the Phariſees. Henceforth it muſt appear, 


' that the Apoſtles cannot be. accuſed of hay- 


ing inverted the prediction after the event 
had tranſpired. The prieſts and Phariſees 


themſelves atteſt the reality, by the very | 
meaſures which they adopted againſt the veri- 


fication of them, by placing their own 
guards before the ſepulchre where the body 


of Chriſt was depoſited. The reſurreQtion 

of a man crucified does not exiſt in words, 
in verbal tradition; it is not merely pre- 
f i ſumable; 7 


— 
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ſumable: 15 if our Saviour had not de- 1 


clared that he ſhould. not riſe from the dead 


on the third day, the Jews, perſuaded that 
the ſeduction of the people would terminate 
on his death, would not have been ſo active 
in preventing the rumours of his reſurrec= 
tion 1 5 * g Ailing * ee 


It is therefore ie . Jeſus Chriſt 
did moſt unqueſtionably predict the time, 


the ſpot, the circumſtances, and the nature 
of his death. I do not here preſume to exa- 
mine, with the profundity of human reaſon, 
whether all theſe extraordinary circumſtances 
could be pre-conceived in a natural manner; : 
but I ſhall aſk, what is to be thought or con- 
cluded from a man who voluntarily engages 
in ſuch a painful career? who well 
| knows that the moſt-cruel and ignominious 
death will be the completion of it; who, 


during three years of a laborious life, and 


interwoven with the moſt untoward cir- 
cumſtances and obſtacles, has only in view 


the moſt agonizing tortures on the croſs ; 


who, far from apprehending that his death 
interrupts the EXECUTION, and diſconcerts the 
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Fe 
d- - a a his enterprize, pag all his R 
. Iz 5 depend upon it; and who compares himſelf 
. to a grain of corn, which only produces 
fruit when it is periſhed ? . Verily, verily, 
I ſay onto you, except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die, it abideth alone; 
6 but, if it die, it bringeth forth much 
WE fron* - who, filled with this confidence, 
== delivers himſelf up to his enemies at the ful- _ 
gels, the awful conſummation of his time: 
6 who confounds his accuſers and his judges, 
ſometimes by the wiſdom. of his anſwers, 
— ſometimes by an heroic ſllenee; who; being a 
prey to ignominy and all the horrors of 
= _ death, not even in the moſt diſtant ane 
1 ever loſt ſight of the great deſign of the Sa- 
1 viour of the world by the eſtabliſhment of 
his doctrine; who expired in prayer for his 
E | executioners, and in offers of a heavenly pro-! 
maiſe to the companions of his ſufferings? Thus 
do I then pronounce, that he who has thus 
died, who died becauſe it was his own will; 
and, after having predicted all the moſt mi» _ -F_ 
nute circumſtances of his death, may Wel! 
1 Exch. 2 1 . . | 
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0. lere dark i my Father, long me | 


« cauſe 1 _ down my life e wight ins | 


6 « No man taketh.; it . me, but 1 15 it 
< down of myſelf. I have power to- lay it 
* down, I have power to take it again. This 
$6: commandment have I received of * Fa- 


174 


: 1 14 * * 
EY N BS Re * 4 * g 4 * * 3 


4 1 has thus predicted, that he ſhould take 
it again after he had laid it down; and; . 


without entering into the detail of proofs 


which atteſt or confirm the fact of his reſur - 


rection, we are only in want of this ſingle 
prediction to be convinced, that he was the 
choſen and the ane one ſent from God. 


« 


was. perſuaded i in himſelf of. his reſurrection, 
his miſſion was then certain; ſuch a peculiar 


confidence could only be founded on the ſen- 


timent of a ſupernatural power which had 
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Pk attend to this argument if Chriſt | 
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| he have preached the ſame to his Diſciples, 
andall the Jewiſh nation, as the laſt proof 
of his divinity? Would he not have ſeen 
that this-raſh prediction would of itſelf have 
been ſufficient to have opened the eyes of 
' thoſe whom he had deluded, to juſtify the 


| hatred of his enemies, to have utterly over- 
' thrown in a moment the whole work of his . 
life? Could he have hoped that his Apoſtles, 
undeceived by the fallacy of this promiſe, 
would undertake to perpetuate and to ſuſtain | 
the impoſture after his death? And how 
_ © could he foretel that his body, taken from 
the croſs, would have been placed in the 
hands of Nicodemus and Joſeph of Arima» _ 
'thea? that his Diſciples would have accom- 
pliſhed the end of obtaining it, and of per- 


ſuading the publick of the fable of his re- 
ſurrection? If, in ſhort, in concert with his 


Apoſtles, he had laid this plot, why reveal 


It to his perſecutors, and forewarn them of 


the neceſſity of being prepared to circumvent 
the enterprizes of the Diſciples? why fix 
the day and the moment of this pretended 
reſurrection, were it not to _— out to the 
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Jews a ſafe * eaſy e to prerent AY 
And they would have prevented it, no doubt, 
if human prudence could have ee 
the great Judge on life er . 
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The bench * wah I Nope to cbt 
* is, — that Jeſus Chriſt has predicted or 
foretold the eſtabliſh ment and * * 2 
e e ee . 


Obeillaniey 1 is not to be claſſed with cer- 


tain other eſtabliſhments which are indebted 


to chance and a happy analogy, or coinci- 


"ies of circumſtances, which the founders - 
had never prepared or pre- conceived. Before 


Chriſt had appeared or preached in poblie, | 
he had already methodized and bounded the 
plan of his religion; he had announced its 


ſucceſs; he foreknew the obſtacles which it 
had to encounter; and, when we reflect on 
the means which he employed for the exe- 
cution of the greateſt deſign which human 


ſagacity could poſfibly conceive, we muſt in- 
ſtantaneouſiy conclude, that the enterprize 


Was divine, or that it muſt be in ſelf 1 im- 
e e 
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brit * firſt bad a 3 EY Gall 


der of poor and ignorant Diſciples, ſe- 
lected, or 3 aſſembled, from the loweſt 


claſs of the people; and notwithſtanding he 


gave aſſurances of ſpreading his religion 
throughout all the habitable regions of the 

earth, his own country reprobated him, the 
law doctors condemned him, the magiſtrates 
perſecuted him; yet he till perſiſted in de- 
claring that foreign nations would ſubmit to 


his Goſpel. He finds himſelf in the power 
of his enemies; he knows he has but a few . 
minutes to live; and when all ſeemed to be 


loſt, all deſperate, he declares boldly to his 


Diſciples, that his Goſpel will be preached 


through all the univerſe ; . Verily, I ſay 
 ** unto you, whereſoever this Goſpel ſhall be 
er preached i in the whole world, there ſhall 
* alſo this that this woman hath done be 
6 told for a memorial, of her.” He encou- 


rages them, by promiſing to ſend them after 
his death: the conſoling Spirit, which will 
inſtruct them in all truth; and on whom or 


on what ſupport does he repoſe for the care « a - 


the verifying of theſe magnificent promiſes? | 
© © | His 


ET. 


L 3 


| His project is 0 planned when he expires 
under the reproaches and the opprobrium of 
the people. But ws could he expect for 
his nes ral e e bi 2s 
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By die Joaths thai elighpernent” was d. : 
fred if on the third day he did not riſe 5 
again, which he had ſolemnly promiſed 
them. By what attraction, or what charm, 
did he intereſt them in his memory and in the 
ſucceſs of his impoſition? What hopes did 
he leave them in his laſt moments? A gloomy 
retroſpect; for he ſays: The ſervant is not 
« greater than the Lord. If they have perſe- 
<.cuted me, they will alſo perſecute you; if 
« they have kept my ſaying, oy * W 
* . * . 
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8 They ſhall put you out of the: m- 
« gogues; yea, the time cometh, that who- 


« ſoever killeth you, vl chan T's as doeth 
God e . 83 
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þ time before! he” telleth via 30 LE 1 
« ſend. an forth - as ny in the midſt of 
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E And a 8 eee 1 gorer- | 


& nors and kings, for my ſake, for a ——— 
* them and-the Gentiles,” 
9 „ They ſhall 1 a0 made on vou, as. 
& os url you, delivering you Cock to. che 
0 "Iynagogues an into e 
And ye dall PG raed hg Sa 
© rents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and 
« friends; and ſome of you ſhall they cauſe . 
« to be put to death,” And ye ſhall Tm” 
« hated of men for mag 196: SLA 
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| Here are the attraQtions 8, bei the OY 


ing promiſes, that our Saviour employed to 


0 8 the minds of his NR 


But, doubtleſs, i in they: face. of cheſe db 
couraging predictions, ſome extraordinary | 
conſolations he adminiſtered; but they were 
purely ſpiritual : nor could they have had 
any virtual efficacy, unleſs the divine i inter- 
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| poſition had extraordinary influence on the 
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Thus dd Jeſus C Chiilt declare ww tir: 2 


"aw that they would be cited before kings 15 


and governors, perſecuted, tormented, put : 
to death, and hated for his name. And who _ 
had revealed to him, that his doctrine, which 


was proſcribed in the place of his birth, com- 


bated by the worſhipers of the true and = 


living God, and rejected by that people who 
were the depofitiry of the prophets, on whom 


their reliance was placed, would have made 


ſo rapid a progreſs among the idolatrous na- 
tions, ſo as to excite the attention of ma- 
giſtrates, to alarm the rulers of the earth ? 


How could he only as' a mortal man have 
| foreknown that a tolerant people, even to the 


exceſs of ſuffering the Epicureans, declared 
enemies of all religion, would have riſen up 


from their indifference, and have armed 


themſelves with a new zeal to repel a doc- 


trine ſo intrinſic in itſelf ; —a doctrine, the 
great friend of public order, of civil govern- 
ment, of reaſon, and virtue? Does hiſtory 


record any examples of a religion founded 


on 


. 1 But how es our es prophits 2 
' Apoſtles againſt theſe cruel proofs of their 

per aſion? He will not ſo: much as allow 
* them even to think of their defence before 
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Tn”, «-thought how or whats ye ſhall ſpeak ; for 


. it hall be given you in that ſame hour 
8 * that ye ſhall ſpeak v. i Hor S trig 


= He will "hot that they | 
=: among themſelves a plan for their 1 
Y 3 le fears not that they ſhould be bewildere 


A N that they ſhould contradict themſelves in 
0 their depoſitions, or that they ſhould be over- 


melt the aſpec of their rulers: . For,” 24 
|. 91 "Lays he, © it is not ye that ſpeak ; but the 
8 __ of your Father which ſpeaketh in 
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5 men without education, without any of thoſe 
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3 to whom is this promiſe made? To 
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| qualities 1 ibis the foul; and reader 
- A to the * of fear. 
FE What other all-fafficient, all-perſuading 
power, but that of God himſelf, could 
have inſpired the Apoſtles with that confi- 
_ dence ſo neceſſary to ſupport a doctrine not 
merely human, and in a ſtronger ſenſe an 


5 . which. was founded on unalterable 
truth! 


4. 


1 biss delivered 4 candid wa fair argu- 
ment, without making any appeal to the 
paſſions; an argument which is pointed only 
to the judgement, and which, by its ſtrong 
connexion, the moſt obdurate mind muſt 

confeſs to be perfectly : ſcriptural, and free 

from any unfair or ſophiſticated interpreta- 
tion; adapted to the plaineſt capacity; which 
can be comprehended by the maſt illiterate 
of human beings if, therefore, from hav- 
ing acquired in this inſtance a more ſolid 
ground- work of Chriſtian faith, I truſt, that 
my hearers will not fail of applying the very 
. of this faith to the 1 8 rule 9 


N Ss their 
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"thats liver tives, as well as to their eternal 


ſalvation hereafter. 


15 As faith e by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God, ye have now had diſ- 
played before you, and I hope ſatisfactorily | 
cleared up, one of the great ſtumbling-blocks - 
of the inquiſitive and wife of this world; 


ve will therefore, by being enlightened in 


the knowledge of the Scriptures, have 4 


lively ſenſe of the Apoſtle's declaration : 
„ Being juſtified by faith, we have peace 
„with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 


\ .. Your hearts, by being allayed from the 


burning fever of incredulity, will draw nearer 


to the throne of grace, with more contrition 

and true lowlineſs of ſpirit. That ye may , 
_ alſo ſtand fait in the faith, quit you like 
men; be ſtrong. It is this patience, and this 


. abiding loye in you, which arm you with the 
breaſt-plate of faith and love, and for an 


helmet, the hope of ſalvation; that your | 
fleſh, as the Pſalmiſt "_ may reſt in * 


« 


In the 6 are many thing bd to 
| be underſtood; but a diligent ſpirit, with a 


"4 „„ tube | 
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humble mind, will require a ſufficient ſtore 
of confidence to encreaſe in faith daily. Ye 


8 to mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt the 
Soſpel of Chriſt, and not by careleſs at- 


tendance on your duty ſuffer the ſolid ſub- 
ſtance of your faith to be exchanged for the 


| ſhadow of worldly vanities. * Caſt not 
6c away, therefore, your confidence, which | 
, hath great recompence of reward; but 


wholly as feeble and dependent creatures, 


encompaſſed with the manifold infirmities of 


the fleſh and ſpirit, repoſe on the boſom of 


that Chriſt Who has brought the light out 


of darkneſs, and aſſured you of the great re- 
e A on thoſe who believe 1 in 
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. * zoſt f al live ah faith ; but if 


any man, as the Apoſtles ſays, draw back, 


« my ſoul, have no pleaſure in him. But,” ; 


I truſt, we are not of them who draw 


0 back unto perdition, but of them that be- | 


* leve to the faving of the foul,” . 
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Foromuc as many have talen in hand to 2 
eee in order a declaration of thoſe things g 
which are moſt ſurely believed among aas, 5 


5 Bven as they delivered them unta us, 10 TY 


from the beginning were ee and 
mini Mers of © the word; 
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75 emed good to me ah, PEN LE 120 , 
underflanding of all things from the very 


Ji, „is write unto tbes i in Vun, = excel- 
ent 7. beophilus, n reg” © 


That thou nig bieſt 1 the certainty TY, the 
things wherem thou bas been mfirubted. . | 
HE internet ide of the Sb 
is not alone ſufficient to meet the ex- 
ceptions of unbelief, or to reply to the \ va- 
nity of N 
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It will WW in vain For "the oundel caſuiſt 


to repoſe ſolely on the conformity of the 
Chriſtian doctrine to the moſt improved rea- 


ſon; unleſs the evidence of hiſtory can alſo 


be applied to the argument. Not only is it 
proper we ſhould” ſat forth the concurring 
atteſtations of its divine authority founded 
in part on the intrinſic excellence of its pre- 5 
cepts, but we ſhould alſo comprehend 1 in the 
proof the exterior evidence of miracles, pro- 
| bey, and incontrovertible tradition. 3 
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St. Luke ſets forth, that thi | ROE 71 


of the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt had been af- 


| firmed before he drew up his own narrative, 
as alſo of thoſe writers who had recorded the 


ſame? for in his preface it muſt be well un- 


: derſtood, that converſion had taken place, 


and many Chriſtians exiſted, before the pub- | 
lication of the books which 1 the 


| New Teſtament. 


* 


The primitive converts made a public pro- 
feſſi ion of their belief in the miracles of our 


Saviour ; and it is therefore ſelf-evident that 
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che Goſpel faith had baue this written 
teſtimony. 
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The hiſtory of our 4: Mn Fes 102. mira- 
cles will be thus eſtabliſhed, not only by eight 
contemporary authors, who were, ocular wit- 
neſſes of their own records; ; but alſo atteſted 
by a multitude of Jews and Gentiles actually 
preſent at the time of the facts; and there 
will require but a curſory acquaintance \ with - 
ſacred writ to diſcover, that all the Chriſ- 
tians at Jeruſalem, in the circumjacent towus 
and provinces, joined with the Apoſtles in 
the confirmation. of the miracles wi ich were 
attributed to e 
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The par? oy if <4 New Tele will 
not conſequently be found the only witneſſes 
| df our Saviour's ſupernatural agency; their 
depoſition, thus handed down to poſterity, 
muſt exiſt as a poſitive demonſtration, that an 
infinity of other ſimilar depoſitions concurred 
in the teſtimony. Theſe teſtimonies, it is 
true, are not recorded; but the witneſſes are 
{ſufficiently manifeſted, and we are able to 
judge wt their reſponſes on the poſſibility of 


inter- | 
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interrogation. Thus we may pred chat 
any of the faithful then living might be ca- 
pable of a ſimilar compoſition to the Goſpel 
of St. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
But wherefore this expoſition? Is there not 


in theſe four Evangeliſts the general ſenſe of 3; 
the primitive converts ? Have not all of them, 


as it were, made aſſertions of their faith ? 
Have not all of them ſuperſeribed their creed 
in the admiſſion of the recorded facts? 


And here let us not omit the full reply 
to the inquiſitive catechumen, or even to the 
boldeſt adept in theological diſpute, who may 
chance to infer, that the converts of Chriſt 


were confined to the loweſt order of the Jews 
and Gentiles. . We are aſſured, that the 


Rabbies were inſtructed in the miracles of _ 
Chriſt, that Nicodemus believed, and thoſe 


who urged his puniſhment were even con- 


vinced of his ſupernatural powers. If ſe- 
duction or impoſition had been interpoſed, 


the controverſy would have reached us in the 
archives of Jewiſh tradition; — the Goſpel 


could not have been eſtabliſned on doubtful 
appretentions and the Church would never 
"DES e have 


* 


A 


_ 


To hs et of els aa. let u us 


only reflect on the contrary ſuppoſition, and 
intereſt ourſelves in the conſequences which 

naturally follow. Let us only ſtate, for an 
example, the tranſactions in the Church wy 


Jeruſalem, the cradle of Chriſtiauity. 


Without recurring 10 the. author of the 
Acts of the Apoſtles on the origin of this 
Church, we are well informed from the ec- 


cleſiaſtical hiſtory of the firſt century, - by the 
Epiſtle to. the Hebrews, by various tracts of 
the other Epiſtles of St. Paul, that its foun- 
dation was laid almoſt immediately after the 
death of Chriſt. Among thoſe converts 
which compoſed the Church, doubtleſs a 
great number could be found who were ocu- 


lar witneſſes of our Saviour's miracles, ſup- 


poſing that theſe miracles had ſome colour of 
r ST Hy 


8 


The 


8 e. 8 at a ee ſo cloſe on * 5 c 
. 5 5 events themſelves, if the Apoiles had been | 
| 2 EY 1 paſtures. | | 


/ 


| The 1 oe of thelk alin wats 0 


ſignalized | in their nature, too intereſting 1 in 


their objects, and by much too publicly ex- 
hibited; they had conſequences of a too for- 


midable nature, not to have reached. the chief 


part of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem. The 
city was filled with perſons, whom the Apol- 
tles ſtated to have been cured. by. their 
Maſter, The dead were- named who. had 
been reſtored. to life; all public places, 
the temple, the deſert, the borders of the 
river Jordan, all the towns, and all the vile 
lages of Judea, were the public theatres 
on which the moſt reſplendent miracles 
had been exhibited. We are alſo informed, 
that the people who were witneſſes of 
theſe prodigies had oftentimes glorified. the 


name of the Lord by their moſt unanimous 


acclamations. . n 


- 


The enemies of Chriſt, the prieſts and 
| Phariſees, compelled by the unveiled facts to 
believe in his miracles, accuſed him, in the 


Full meaſure of their obſtinacy, that he caſt 


. 436 J 


out devils through Beelzebub, the chief of . 
| the ys. e 


This extraordinary Man at lat expiled in 


the fight of the multitude. At that moment 5 


there was a darkneſs over all the earth; 
e the vail of the Temple was rent in twain, 
from top to bottom, and the earth did 
* quake, and the rocks rent; and the graves 
© were opened, and many bodies of faints - 
« which ſlept aroſe, and came out of the graves 
« after his reſurrection, and went ſo the 
8 boly city, and appeared unto 9105 


It is alſo atteſted, that his body, taken 
down from the croſs, had been placed in a 
ſepulchre, ſealed and guarded by ſoldiers; 
that on the third day the ſepulchre was 
found empty; that the magiſtrates, the 
princes, and the elders, were accuſed of 
having corrupted the ſoldiers to ſpread abroad 
the ſaying, that the body of Chriſt had been 
ſtolen away whilſt they were ſleeping: in 
ſhort, it is aſſerted, that our Saviour, having 
riſen again, had appeared to his * Apoſtles and 
his diſciples, to the number of five hundred, 
| Jo | 1 5 for 


— i 


t oY P ED 


for the ſpace of forty days; after which he 
aſcended int 0 > Heaven | in their preſence. | ent: 


© Soak” is "the abridgment of the ber 
| which the Apoſtles openly publiſhed ! in the 
midſt of the city of Jeruſalem, in the pre- 
. ſence of a multitude of Jews and ſtrangers, 
many of whom had ſeen and been acquainted 
with the 7 of Jeſus: Eben. K 


3 us now candidly examine what ſuc- 
FO could be derived from this enterprize, if 
the whole hiſtory had been mer] a fable, 
or the 1 invention of men. 

Jo TOR that whe” robot of the ; Goſpel 
are not generally believed, would be imputing 
great diſhonour to the profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity of this day; but, although the minds 
of men may have been prepared for the re- 
ception of divine truth, ſtill the impreſſion 
of natural images may avert many inclina- 
tions from conviction of it. The ſedulous 
allurements of criminal pleaſures, the con- 
verſation of light company, and various other 

mental infirmities which the Chriſtian reli- 


gion 


a 


| ſepariſts, | 


ond 188 1 


gien is calculated to reſtrain, are too apt to. 


influence all ranks of people. The pre 
ſumption of faith can have no certain baſis 


under ſuch various temptations; and mere 
tolerant aſſent will not be found of any avail | 
in the perfect! ſalvation of ſouls. Theſe diſ-. 
quiſitions are therefore at times highly ſea- 
ſonable and highly expedient; the reaſonable 


faculty of man is encountered, and the reality 
of that immutable foundation on which the . 
ſuperſtructure of Chriſtianity is raiſed made 


apparent to the moſt obdurate of unfaithful 


* 1 
2 
. 


AF ef : 
At firſt he it avaſt ſtrike the nd of ; 
the moſt. callous unbeliever, that the under- | 


taking of Chriſt and his diſciples muſt have 


been the extreme of all poſſible delirium, 
unleſs they had for their ſupport the conſola- 


tion of an Almighty interference. What 


heart is not open to the conviction, that the 


Apoſtles, in founding their new religion, 
muſt have been open to the detection of any 


one who had not been witneſſes of their acts! 


that their enterprizes were ſo daring as to 


cauſe them to > publiſh them openly. on the 
TY: 


„„ 16 1 


l ſpot itſelf where they had only ris 


they were performed, and at a time when the 


memory of man was ſo recent, that even 


they had preſumed to aſſert their ſupernatural | 
powers to that extreme as to challenge the 
witneſs of a whole city, which could not 
be otherwiſe impreſſed than with a com- 


plete ſenſe of fraud or impoſition, unleſs 


they had a . far above 1 8e for ns 
1 0 * 


„ 


; What hiſtory, wut record, exiſts amon ro 
men, ſo deſcriptive of an enterprize of this | 


daring. extravagance ! of an enterprize de- 


| prived of any apparent motive, deprived of 
the common aſſiſtance of man, with no 
worldly intereſt in view;—at the evident riſk 
of bodily comfort and repoſe How reconcile 
the idea to the common acceptation of life, 


that the Apoſtles ſhould conceive the ſcheme 
of holding up a mere man, and crucified by 


r 


the Jews, as an U of f univerſal N 
| tion ! 


But, ſuppoſing this to be a mere invention, 
wherefore did they not promulgate the fable 
. e 1 


3 
* N 


K 


75 W leader into thoſe diſtant regions 
where the truth could not penetrate? But, 
inſtead of this, wherefore expoſe themſelves 
to contradiction and the hazard of unbelief 
| which their fellow-citizens might with one 
voice oppoſe to them? It ſhould ſeem to be the 
laſt paroxyſm of human frenzy to think of 
impoſing on an immenſe populous city ſuch 
facts as, to admit of general concurrence, 
muſt have openly tranſpired within the com- 
paſs of its walls? Could the Apoſtles alſo con- 
ceive, that the prieſts and magiſtrates would 
be inactive. on the report of ſuch innovation? 
on the report of ſuch a concerted plan of 
edition, invaſive of the religious repoſe of - 
ſuch a well governed ſtate? Let us rather 
incline to this more natural belief, that, with- 
out any effort whatever on the fide of the 
antichriſt, the impoſture detected by its pub- 
lic notoriety muſt inſtantly fall of itſelf, and 
the whole plan be conſigned to the con- 
tempt and deriſion of the whole Jewiſh 


nation. 


I the Apoſtles were only barely ſatisfied 
with the aſſertion of our Saviour 8 reſur- 
. 1 | reQion, | 


[gi L 


en, thet > were :ncelſandly viſited * 
our Lord, and face to face ſpoken to by him for 
the duration of forty days, the Jews would 
have been leſs aſtoniſhed at their audacity, 


and they would have reaſonably been ſatiſ- 


fied with ſuch a plea for their firmneſs; they 
would alſo readily admit, that eloquence and 
ſome exterior ſigns of virtue had impoſed on 


certain feeble and credulous minds; their in- 


vention, thus diveſted of proof, would not 
have given the publick offence. But theſe 
laſt miracles of Chriſt, which the Apoſtles 


in their own perſons were eſtabliſhed wit- 


neſſes of, is not only a ſmall part of the ſup- 


poſed fable. An infinity of others are alſo 


added, which, according to their word, have 
been conſidered as evident facts, inconteſta- 
bly proved, confirmed and acknowledged by 
all the citizens as well as ſtrangers in Jeru- 


falem ; averred alſo by the Scribes, the 


Phariſees, who were mortal enemies of Je- 


ſus Chriſt, and alſo of all the partiſans of 
the new ſect that was then rapidly . | 


ing UP. 
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tion, by the horrors of a cruel war, by the 


+ * 


* The 1 of 8 „ 1 is. 


- ten with minute exactneſs; the time, the 
ſpot, are cited; the names of perſons who 
had experienced their effect, and who were 


alſo witnefles of them, are written down; 15 


in ſhort, a multitude of obſervations are fur- 


niſhed, one of which only, ſelected from 
the number, would ſerve to break down he 
fence of Chriſtianity, and diſcover the im- 
* 


* 
* A 
1 


2 


The W facts of the Apoſtles w were of - 


the moſt ſignalized i importance; but yet, in 
what does this importance conſiſt, unleſs it 


were evidently to eſtabliſh this truth, th: 


the Man who expired on the croſs was a Pro- 


phet, the Meſhah, the Son of God? unleſs. 


it were to prove, that, in delivering him over 
to his laſt torments, the Jews had been guilty 


of a crime, the very idea of which had not 


5 even polluted the imagination of the blackeſt 
Deicide? unleſs it were to ſhew, that the 


death of this unexampled Man was to be 


avenged, and to fall on the then actual genera- 


g 


: 
we 
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roral- dectedelib G hh! city: of fetuſtte B's 
and its magnificent temple. Of what wall 1 
1 . e- authority, unleſs it were 1 1 I 
deetted that the ancient law of Moſes was to be 
4 0 for the adoption of a Se "WM 
and in contradiction to the eſtabliſhed qurifs _ 
Prudence of the ſtate, to the moſt- ſacred - 
© opinions of wiſe men, to the deareſt intereſts _ = 
of thoſe rr f to hom this new: doftine | 
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What dmpilivs: methods could have been 1 2 | 
armee framed to have excited the I | 
vindictive ſpirit of magiſtrates, prieſts, and - 

Phariſees, in whoſe hands the public autho- ' ' i | 
rity was depoſed; than the Goſpel hiſtory ? = 
what method could have been more 'devided 
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than this, to have rouſed them againſt ſuch. 
dangerous Innovation and impoſition; * to re- 
pel a calumny ſo atrocious, to * a eon - 
n ſo abominable i in its nature? | : 


£ 5 , . —U— 
* "4 * i 
— . 0 


16 ir natural to ſuppoſe, chat at aſſembly 1 
ſuch grave and learned men, in public authori - 
ty, would ſacrifice theirduty to the ancient reli. 
gion of their forefathers, their conſcience, theit 
Bs i honour, 


8 7 14 J 
honour, their truth ? Would: they 1 an 
this approaching change with indifferent 
eyes? Would they filently view the inſur- 
rections, the plots, the cabals of their fel- 
lo- citizens, incited openly by the groſs 
artifice of a body of men with minds unim- 
preſſed with religious faith, modeſty, or mo- 
ral demeanour to the laws of their country? 
And were we even to be abſurd enough to ſup- 
poſe that a ſtupid inſenfibility had cloſed 
their mouths on this approaching ſtate rup- 
ture, in the very boſom of a multitude ſo 
heinoufly abuſed; would there not one voice 
be raiſed aloud in favour of truth and this 
voice, would it not be of itſelf ſufficient to 
confound the authors of the impoſture? 
Would it be reaſonable to believe, that an 
immenſe body of people, 8 were the Jews 
in this devoted city, had all of them to a 
man loſt their ſenſes and their memory? and 
to the degree of ſuffering themſelves to be 
perſuaded, for the ſpace of three years con- 
ſequtively, that they had been the witneſſes 
to a numerous train of the moſt reſplendent 
miracles, which no one had ſeen, which no 
one had heard * of, and which had 
105 7 | Aua 


b us * e 
Aab never exiſted? Such a mib proof 2 
of blind credulity i is not to be found in the 
annals of human nature. This indeed would 
be a prodigy of inſenfibility and blindneſs 


even more wonderful and more inpredible 
Yom: all the miracles recorded in the DO : 


With reaſonable 1 pet with 
the obſtinate ſpirit of contention, the glo- 
rious truths which are recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures are. of themſelves ſufficient to ope- 
rate conviction ; but as the rebellious and 
wrathful ſpirit of Antichriſt may. challenge . 
the meſſengers of Chriſtian utterance, we 
who are placed in the miniſtry are, with 
God 8 bleſſing, thus well armed for the, en- 
counter. [5 | 

But as the moral as Well 3s the phyſical 
order of things will have its laws ; hiſtory, 
experience, and the knowledge of the hu- 
man heart, point out to us certain rules, 
which will enable us oftentimes to judge of 
the conduct of men with as much certainty 
as we can foreſee the phenomena of nature. 
Hence it 18 evident, that to ſuppoſe a whole 


O 2 N body 


Fo minds and the manners of a whole nation. 


5 . 56 1 1 


body of — 1 betray. its deareſt i 
tereſts, ſtifle all their natural and impulſive 


ſentiments, ſhut their eyes againſt t the moſt 


impreſſive truth, and with one accord become 


accomplices to an odious falſity, whether in 


ſubſcribing or in the diſſimulation of it, is 
militating againſt every fixed principle which 


experience has eſtabliſhed in every os and 
in 7 region « of the habitable earth, | 


* 4 
* 5 


8 muſt __ remain, as the 3 un- 


5 0 pofitive fact, that theſe tranſactions | 4 


muſt receive a complete ſanction among 


men; and which even doubt cannot approach 


without inverting. the natural B8rder of the 


N 
/ 


And ſhould we in this We advert to 


Ka ſophiſtry, and propoſe, for argu- 


ment ſake, that the miracles of Chriſt are 


ſtill of a doubtful complexion, becauſe they 
have been conducted in defiance to the im- 
mutable laws of nature; — even this is but a 


miſerable retreat for the Atheiſt; for them an 


who acknowledges the exiſtence of a God, 


an e Creator, the only ſovereign 
5 Maſter 


1 


8 


Mae and Law. giver of univerſal "Is = 
can never. refuſe him the right and bones = 
ee his works. Z 


* g „ 


6 Doubtleſs tha Ts is granted to be a 
machine, the movements of which have been 
foreknown; all the phenomena of the phy- 
ſical world are conceived to have ariſen from 
a neceſſary enchainment, carried by the firſt 

free impulſion of matter; and it hence fol- 

lows, that tHe Supreme Being can govern _ 
and preſerve the principles of Nature uni: ⁶ 
paired, without detracting from the immu- I | 
table laws which, in his wiſdom, he has 
preſeribed as a boundary. But, in the moral © 
ſyſtem, the miracles attributed to Chriſt may 
be of equal importance to the great ſyſtem of 
the Almighty ; and they might even become - - 
of indiſpenſable. neceſſity, were God ev‚en 
pleaſed to open the eyes of men to thoſe. = 
truths. which. are now inacceſſible to his 2 = 
. „ | __ — 


If mankind be tributary to the Al- 
wighty for the religion which he has con- 4 
- ferred upon it, the Almighty would .reaſon-=, 

132 3 ably = 


5 C 198 1 


ably beſtow Upon it, in teturn, theſe dere 


tain and indelible characters, whereby mane 


kind can diſcern his divine word from the 


_ fallacy and invention of men: and what are 


theſe characters, wherein we may behold the 
finger of God, but miracles ? An occafiotial = 
interruption of the natural law may conſe- 
quently enter into the general ſyſtem of Pro- 
vidence; and this interpofition may have a 


certain - moral concluſion, which may defi- 


vitely be rendered worthy of The gory aid 
majeſty of Heaven. 


A W is n, not palpably inere- 
: Jible and that which is not to be believed, 
or not to be granted, muſt ever remain a 
fixed and univerſal error; cotitrary to the 
"paſſions, the character, the nature of man, 
and the order of Divine Providence. Such 
ſimilar events would no longer be deemed 


prodigies, but monſtrous phenomena, to 


which no cauſe, no motive, could be poſſibly 
. 


If therefore the A es were ily: "OY 
26 wid their RA cf and the ſucceſs 
| | wih 
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with which their miniſtry was followed, 


would, notwithſtanding the courſe of bu- WW 


man paſſions, and the whole train of the evi- 
_ dence which oppoſed the eſtabliſhment of 


_ Chriſtianity, preſent a ſtriking example of a | 
- publiſhed and received falſity. 


This wei be an effect produced without 
a cauſe, or rather an effect oppoſed to the in- 
fluence of the moſt powerful cauſes; it muſt 
be deemed a revolution which could not be 
operated but by a deſtruction of the princi- 
ples on which the conduct and the actions of 
men are eſtabliſhed; and, in ſhort, it muſt be 
deemed the moſt improbable, abſurd, and 
contradictory fact received. in the moral 
ous. IP TOP] 
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Sr. Marrazw, Ch. xxiv. ver. 2. 


There Pall not be left here one fone upon ana- 
ber, that ball not be thrown down. 


1 
* 


15 prophecy of our Saviour on the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the Jewim | 
polity has been conſidered analogically by 


ſeveral learned divines; and his reaſons and 


metaphorical applications to this event have 
been alſo conſidered as a relation to his com- 


ing to judge the world 955 


But leſt a too cetera! acceptance ſhould be 
made to his predictions, it ſhould ſeem of no 


* See a Diſcourſe of Dr. Barlow, before the Univerſity 


of Cambridge, ann. 1798 on Fe ſecond Sunday in 


Advent. 
incon- 


| 
: 
| 
5 


inconſiderable e to ths. principal 


_ .. defigns of his prophetic applications, to con- 5 
ſider ſeparately the actual events which fol- 


lowed his foretelling the deſtruction of the 


| city ;' they will be thus found in their nature 
| ſoftriking, and ſo conſpicuouſly applied to the 


great capital of the Jewiſh. empire, that all 


other connected conſiderations may juſtly be 
ſaid to ſubmit to this more eee Ta 


— 


event, , . 5 PE © f : 5 


. 


: e n which followed the death 
of Chriſt have a manifeſt relation to his 


deſigns; and it ſeems impoſſible not to ac- 
knowledge the ſtrong: over-ruling influence 
of a Divine Providence, arranging and con- 


ducting all things for the «ftabbffiment wo . 
© A e 


Our Sapieer publicly en that he 
came into the world to put an end to the law 
of Moſes; he aſſerted, that the time was at 
hand when the true God would no longer be 


worſhiped | in the temple of Jeruſalem ; but 


that all the inhabitants of the earth * be 
included in his worſhip. Ls 


11 


* * fixes 
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1 . Goſpel was not 3 * ks 
bers, if the Moſaic law did not finiſh on the 
rife of the Chriſtian Church, all our Sa- 
Vviour's promiſes would have been in vain z / 
the religion which he n muſt n 
; mad DO Moraes * 9 | 


The various prodiiicns of Chriſt 1 
leſs, extended to a multitude of events - 


Which in themſelves "O02 to have no imme- 


diate reference; but all of which point to 
one grand deſign, The prediction of his 
death is connected with Jewiſh unbelief; 
and this again draws along with it the 
threatened deſtruction of the holy city, with 
its temple. It is not alone ſufficient, that 
the ſynagogue ſhould be deſtroyed for the 
erection of the Church; it is alſo requiſite 
that its fall ſhould be connected with ſuch 
ſtriking effects, that the whole univerſe might 


perceive the ſignalized e n by 
his crucifixion. 


How, often, and in what various modes, 
this awful ag of the holy city was 
| 9 


t 
RES 


# 


| 
Bur 


Ry 


orecified, the 8 cafficientl ſet forth. | 

At firſt our Sayiour only preludes the event 
To under the cuſtomaty form of the Faſtern | 
metaphor; at another time he repreſents the 
Jews under the ſymbol of the huſbandman * 
who killed the heir and ſeized on the inhe- 
ritance, and from whom the lord took the 
vineyard, and let it to other huſbandmen ; 
at another time he compared himſelf to a 
nobleman who puniſhed his enemies with 
death. But at the inſtant the Jews concerted 
meaſures for his crucifixion, he no longer 
made uſe of figurative language; he then 

pointedly fixed the time when Jeruſalem was 
to be inveſted by the Roman power; he enu- 
metated the figns which were to be the fore- 
runners of the war; the Hortors which were 
to follow; the dreadful and unparalleled cala- 
mities prepared to fall upon it; the diſper- 


7 ion of the Jews, their preſervation, and the 


nature of that ſeryitude, humiliation, or fub- 
jection, to which this devoted people is now 

conſigned * all the nations of the 
. 5 


* . 


* Matth. xxi, 33. 


— > 7 


5 46 And 1 25 7 0 was come near, he beheld 0 
40 « the city, and wept over it; 55 


« Saying, if * hadſt ie 

L atleaſt in this thy day the things which be- 
1 long unto thy page but now they. are 

66 hid from thine A; 
1 4 For the tar ſhall come upon thee, that - 
< thine enemies. ſhall caſt, a trench about 
e thee, and compaſs thee round, and keep 

85 * thee i in on every ide; 


1 4 * 
$75, 


« © And-ſhall lay, then mn even with the We * 

0 aud thy children with thee; and they ſhall 
4 not leave in thee one ſtone * another “.“ 

* days e n his Aiſciples 
pointed out to him the riches of the temple, 
then his ſtriking prophecy, ſo accurately 
recorded in the twenty-firſt chapter of St. 8 
Luke, was r to , | 
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5 


. Por many mall come in my name, f 5 
« ing, I am Chriſt, and "the * time OE. 


” 0 7 
.« near * „ l 817 11 . 10 s | 


"ig the caps of Babylon, that is to 
tay. for more than five huudred years to that 
period, no falſe prophets were known to have 


ariſen in Judea ; but a great number appeared - 


in the interval from the death of Chriſt to 
the” captivity of Jeruſalem. According to 


the hiſtorian Joſephus +, theſe falſe prophets 5 


ſeduced the Jews into the inſurtection, and 


which made them reject the offers of peace 


from the Romans. One of theſe impoſ- 


tures had betrayed a great multitude, ini pro- 


miſing them a' paſſage over the river of Jor- 
dan; another had put himſelf at the head of 
thirty thouſand men, whom he had deceived 


by his prophecies, and which were routed 
and put to the ſword by Felix the governor.” 
Many others are alſo mentioned by this hiſto- 
rian, who atteſts that Judea was BIG WIOE | 
Ys falſe Chriſts _ robbers. e 


* Lakes xxi. g. | 70 f 
+ De Bello Jud, Lib. XI. cap, 23. 
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Ve ſhall hear of wars and commations 


nation ſhall riſe up against tine Ape. 


” 0 ns kingdom.” 


F Could the events which Woe in the 


latter end of Nero's reign be mote emphati - 


cally predicted; when. all the Roman em. 
pie, that is to ſay, all the univerſe, ſo peace» - 
able ſince the victorious reign of Avguſtus, | 
began to totter ; when the Gapls, the people 
of Spain, in ſhort, all the kingdoms which & 
compoſed the empire, e e wa Fs 


amen e reac 1 e 


+ 4 


Four emperors 3 up in arms LS 


Nero were individually oppoſed to each 
other. The prætorian cohorts, the armies in 


Syria, Germany, and throughout the Eaſtern 
and Weſtern empires, were traverſing and 


oppoſing each other under the command of 


their leaders; and their movements from one 


_ extremity of the globe to the other were 


extended to decide their quarrels by the moſt 
bloody conteſts. * hiſtory | has co- 


'Þ „„ loured 


- * 


— 
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"toured theſs. unfortunate times in ihe waſt | _— 


impreſſive gy vs TN e Aae 


. F 
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And great . ſhall wy in on 


places, and famines, and peſtilences 3 . 
«« fearful fights and Wo REF ſhall there be 


66 from Heaven.“ 


Never! were calamities 3 5 baye BO 


more frequent and more univerſal than in 


the times which preceded the ſiege of Jery- 
alem. The writers F; of that age conti- 


| nually ſpeak of cities in Afia, Sicily, Cala- 


bria, Campania, Macedonia, and Achaia, 
overthrown by earthquakes. . There was 
2 plague . which in a few months, 
in the ſingle city of Rome, carried off 
chirty thouſand ſouls. The ravages of ano- 
ther plague is mentioned 5 in Campania; 


and Joſephus ſays, that Judea was not 


exempt from the ſcourge. In 9 time of 


* Tacitus, Lib. I. cap. 2. 


+. Tacit. Ar. Lib. XII. cap. 43. 38. Lib. XIV. cap. 
17. Lib. XV. cap. 22. Plin. Lib. II. cap. 84. Senec. 
Quzſt, Natur. VI. 


1 Suetonius, In Vita We © cap. 39. 


$ Tacit, Lib. XVI, cap. 1g. : - 
Tool : Claudius 
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which was general, and its effects were {pread-. 


over Italy and * R 
7 3 N 1 2 12823 ba A #3 
8 "cc And feaiful fi -efith and great gns gall 
« there be from heaven,” WY 
The taking of, Jeruſalem was preceded | 
: with the moſt. dreadful omens . A comet 


in the form of a flaming ſword appeared over 
that city for the ſpace of a whole year; one 
of the brazen gates of the temple, a and fo 
Ponderous that twenty men could ſcarcel) 
move it, opened of itſelf. Profane hiſto- 
rians alſo aſſert, that chariots with armed 
men were ſeen traverſing the air, and encir- 
cling cities, as if in the act of affaulting 
them. The prieſts. heard a voice which | 
A ſeemed to riſe from the interior parts of the 
temple, crying out, Let us s depart hence, 


1 tt * „ , 1 ; 427 a 
F 


« let us depart hence.” wt 


* At lib e 5 Ht to of 

© + See Joſephus, Lib. VI. cap. 455 Tacit. Lib. XII. 
cap. 43. Dio. et Suet. in Claud. Jour Joh XX. cap. 2. | 
kuſeb. Chron, ad an. ST et 1 e . Fl 
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J Joſephus' bas enumetated the ptadigiss e, 

and his declaration 1 is confirmed by Tacitus 1, _ 
and by the repeated tradition of the Jews, 
. who have witneſſed | the truth, that, for the - 


\ 


* 
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ſpace of forty years before, the overthrow. and- 5 6 ö "IN I 1 
ſackage of Jeruſalem, extraordinary appear- r 


3 * „ 
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ances were beheld 3 in the temple 5 TF1 7 
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— « But. before all theſe they ſhall lay - = 
« their hands on vou, and perſecute you 
10 delivering you up to the | ſynagogues! i 

and into priſons.” The Jews thems. 
ſelves took care to veri! part of this pre- = 
_ dition. | It is well known with what 'fegow' © ⁵³ 
cious minds they perſecuted the diſciples of 
Chriſt, They put St. Stephen and St. james 
to death; they impriſoned St. Peter, St: 

John, and the other Apoſtles; they beat 7 
them with rods; they followed them from „ 
one tribunal to another 3 and in all 


Key, = q * __ 


3 Ht 


4 Lib. V. cap. 15. „ r 
I Thalmud Babylon. V. Bullet. Hiſtoire de VEtabliſſe. 
ment du Chriſtianiſme, p. 147, & 


RN A She * a x \ 2 8 a * 2 * * g ba " CY * — 0 n — . "En » — 
- . 1 4 8 We > 8 ö n N 6 N N 9 ' OD" ITT" WO OE POTEN K 1 FR = n — as $5 * = 
2 4 4 1 „ "of 4 — x RR — 9 8 .. nz >) > Ban es <4 a ; E l : 7 3. 6s rh 
* e — Hae . no —— 4 — — _ Ee . - — bl - 1. — 2 nj 2 —— * 
>, _— 2 * 7 N p WF , : * Xa 3 N 7 5 CPE. — q 1 =y 99 Tx 2 3 1 * 0 \ — = 4, 8 * 
8 N oo” : jo 25 „ 5 * k 
- : f - * — 8 = ac 5 * 8 „ . . l 
, n F 5 — t l 8 
9 N 7 9 


PTY 


they excited the people and the magiſtrates | 
Ws the publication of the Galpel.'; 40 


The preſence of an hoftile my "was 


the laſt prognoſtic of the calumnies ak 
were to fall on the Jews. And when 1 


4% ſhall ſee Jerufalem compaſſed with armies; 


„ then know that N deſolation thereof i: is 


X 


66 ab. 55 N 3 lch s 


It Was in the year 665 thingathees 5 years 
after the death of Chriſt, that Ceſtius, governor 
of Syria, began the war againſt the Jews. 
In the ſucceeding year he was replaced 5 


Veſpaſian, who being declared emperor ſub- 


mitted the conduct of the war to his ſon 


Titus. Under this commander the city of 
Jeruſalem was reduced to the laſt extremity 


by drawing a line of circumvallation round i it, | 
and which particular circumſtance was pre- 
dicted by our Saviour. „ For the days fhall 


* come upon thee, that thine enemies hall ; ] 
. * caſt a trench about thee, and compaſs thee 


round, and keep thee in on every. ſide. th 
From that inſtant this devoted city became a 
theatre of diſcord, ſedition, and horror. A | 
* of fierce and — wretches, under 
2 e „ the 


4 


| iT x . ; * 8 
the name of K i ag" W of vi 4 
and carnage, and ſeemed, in concett "with, 
the Romans, to vie with each tber in tlie 


19700 bun ene 


deltruction of mace ee, . 


brow! - 997 


To recite: the dreadful ſcenes of this for- 
evet-memorable fiege, to paint the calami= 
tous effects of peſtilence and famine which 
| hbvered over the wretched, city, would 
rend the heart of the moſt | obdurate bit. 
torian. A mother diſcovered i in the horrid . 

act of murdering and devouring her own. 
infant ; and by this very pitiable extre>_ 


| mity accompliſhing one peculiar prediction 
of our Saviour. But woe to them that 


732 8 


«are with child, and to them that ire : 


4 ſuck in thoſe days ! * Titus, beholding the 
ditch of the city filled with the ſlain which 
had been thrown over the ramparts, raiſed 
his hands to heaven, and called the gods to 
witneſs, that the Jews were themſelves the 
authors of all theſe evils. He was willing 


to fave theſe unhappy people: he offered 


them peace; but, ſeduced by falſe prophets, 
who, notwithſtanding the fatal cataſtrophe 


, before their eyes, ſtill promiſed them the 


* 2 empire 
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L 212 } 
empire of the world, enticed by the zea- 
lots, impelled by their own natural fury, 
the Jews rejected the clemency of a generous, 


enemy, and obllnately devoted themſelves to J 
the ſword. _ 


In thort, the fatal "moment | was ne now ar- 
rived. The Romans ſcaled the walls, and 


entered the city through ſtreams of blood; 


they ſurrounded the temple, where the fac. 3 


tious party defended themſelves with the moſt 
hardened deſperation, This magnificent edi - 
fice Titus was willing to preſerve. He bad 
given orders to have it ſaved from the flames; 
but, in the words of Joſephus, 4 ſoldier, 
on impelled by a divine impulſe, took a 
1 lighted torch in his hand, cauſed himſelf 
e to be lifted up by one of his companions, | 
6 and threw-the torch into a window of a. 
4 houſe contiguous to the temple.” In vain , 
were the efforts of the Jews, and Titus with bis 
legions, to extinguiſh the flames. The tem- 
ple was burnt to the ground, and the deſpe- 
rate party within burſt, forth only. to carry 
fire and ſword 1 in every quarter of the city. 
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ſtrong ks of, Jeruſalem, Titus ex- 
claimed, 6 That the Divinity had conquered 
6 for him;”. aud when the neighbouring 
towns preſented, him with, the crowns. of 


victory, he put them back with: theſe words: 
am not the conqueror; but ſore. pet N 
46 has made me the intrument of his 
0 wrath ® 8 Fährbane F 57 Fo 8 
| 5 | PEER : 0 me US 7 $3. 
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FS ſhort, oP "Divine vengeance was never” 
known to have. been ſhowered down on atry . 
deſcription of people with ſuch manifeſt in- 

fluence; never was an overthrow of a city 
known to have been accompanied with ſuch 
an accumulated miſery and ſlaughter; ; and at 
a time ſo ſingular 1 in its conſequences. The 
cataſtrophe took place at the celebration of 
Eaſter, when the Jews had flocked to the 
city from the diſtant regions of the empire. 
At this preciſe ſeaſon Tirus drew bis line of 
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Philoſtr. in Vita Appollon. L. VI. c. 29. 


Bhs: — cCircum- 


— 
9 


COR 
o 


————- —— — — wii — r =. ag — 20 4 2 
— - 8 — - * : . 4 
N a N 8 * 1 * 
$ : J 


—— — — 
* = 1 * 
- 
E 


2 om 1 46 iS ARARRR to FAC FEST 


| . 
| 


4 
A 
7 
. 


85 [ 1 * 
"eircumvallation. The dead were computed 
at the enormous amount of one million one 
hundred thouſand, aud the captives to the 
number of ninety- ſeven thouſand, eleven 
thouſand of whom periſhed through famine 
ot deſpair. The remainder were either fold” 
ot diſtributed in the provinces, to be exhibited 
at the public ſhews' or theatres. © The eity 
was throughout dilapidated, and the temple _ 
razed to its very foundation, * fo that one 
0 ae was not left on another.” me” 


vo — 
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The bens whoſe general maxim was to, 


treat with moderation their vanquiſhed ene- f 1 


mies, were in this moſt ſingular event barba- , | 
rous throughout the whole completion of their | 
victory; but even in this extremity of ven- | 
geance they ſeemed only to have been the 
executors of the heavy denunciation of our 
Saviour: For there ſhall be great diltteſz i in 
0 "78 land, and lt upon this 9 "= 
\& And FD ſhall fall by the. * of the 
e ſword, and ſhall be led away captive into 
. all nations. — Verily, I ſay unto you, all 
| e theſe 
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"66 ration.“ . ; 'n Wee ls - 
Jeruſalem v was the and Lacked aue 
years after the crucifixion. of Chriſt.” The 
Jews, who had prayed ' «©. that his blood 
might be on them and their children, 
experienced the dreadful effect of their im- 
precation; and the remains of this devoted 
and wretched, people, diſperſed over all the 
world, ſtricken with the divine wrath, hated, 
rejected, and deſpiſed by all nations at this 
period of time, ſtill feel the cr crimes of their 
forefathers, and which their obſtinate cre- 
dulity even now appears as if it ſtill involved 
them in the ſame guilt: | And Jeruſa- 
lem ſhall be trodden down of the Gen- 


4 tiles, until the times of the Gentiles be 
« fulfilled,” 
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